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THE TAXONOMY OF KNOWLEDGE 

THE: TANGIBLES 

GROSS BODIES 

MATTER 
Atomics, Molecular 
Chemistry, Crystallography. 

PERFORMANCE 
Theoretical Physics, Nucleonics, 
Classical Physics, E lectrics, 
E lectromagnetics, Magnetics, 
Mechanics. 

THE INTANGIBLES 

EXISTENCE 
Space, Time, 

Locus, Cosmology. 

GEOLOGY 

VI 

Atmospherics and Meteorology; 
Oceanology, Hydrology, and Gla­

ciology; Tectonics, Vuleonol­
ogy, Seismology, Geophysics 

and Geomorphology; Pe­
trology and Mineralogy; 

Geodesy, Geography, 
Cortogro ph y; 

Doting. 

APPLIED 

KNOWLEDGE 

TECHNOLOGY AND 

THE USEFUL ARTS 

MEASUREMENT 
Number, Ouontity, 

Arithmetic, Algebra, 
Geometry, Trigonometry, 

Co lculus, T apology, Theory 
of Gomes, Probobi lity, Co­

incidence. 

HUMAN 
ENTERPRISE 

Cultural Anthropology and 
Ethnology (Archaeology is a 
technique); Pre-History, 
History, and Folklore; Philol­
ogy and Linguistics. 

MENTAL CONCEPTS 
Logic and Epistemolog y ; 
Psychology; Ethics and Aes· 
thetocs; Comparative lntelligenc .. ; 
Poropsychics. 

Everything in existence, including •exi stence• itself, and thus all of our pe>ssible concepts and a II knowledge 
that we possess or will ever possess, is contained within this wheel. Technologies and t he useful arts lie 
within the inner circle, having access to any or all of the ten major departments of organized knowledge. 

From the KORAN: .. Acqui,·e knowledge. It enables its possessor to know right from wrong; it lights the way to 

heaven; it is our friend in the desert, our society in solitude; our companion when friendless; it guides us to 

happiness; it sustains us in misery; it is on ornament among friends, and on armour against enemies. • -

The Prophet. 
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EDITORIAL 

Of the  seven c ategories  under w hich a non-profit organization m ay be classed for Federal and State 
registration and t ax exemption purpo se s ,  we (SITU) are incorporated to indulge in sci entific and literary 
pursuits ,  and hum ane works for animals.  The other c ategories are: philanthropic , religious,  child welfare ,  
and educ ational. The last h as presented a problem.  

To enter thi s muddy field any org ani zation must in most states be approved by the state university and 
affiliated with  it and/ or certain federally approved national institutio ns. But there is a catch her e that 
has emerged in our own case. 

An ever incre asing number of our members and notably students ,  have enquired whether we cannot be 
so approved, and this  for a most p articular reason.  This  is  that nowhere can they find the information that 
we have ,  let alone any place where a course or courses are offered that take the existence of this informa­
tion into account.  The request is ,  frankly , that we so become affiliated so that we may offer such course s, 
and credits thereby be Gbtained. 

All of those to whom we applied for advice who teach - and they are all full profe ssors - urged us not 
to do so ,  and on the same grounds ;  to wit , that not only would we lose our identity and independence of 
thought and perhap s actions , but might also even be discreetly suppressed and ultimately liquidated. This  
is  a pretty grim commentary on our  so- called e duc ation system . 

The r e al trouble of c o urse is that we don't have an educational system in that we are still trying to 
teach rather than to educ ate. Teaching is a technologic al process suitable only for imp arting tec hnique s; 
education is or s hould be a mental exerci se,  and not j ust to encourage learning but to foster understand­
ing. It should be offered in three fundamental aspects - simultaneously - (1) the provision of factual in­
form ation,  ( 2) the principles and methodology of classification ,  and ( 3 )  and most important of all, the 
stimulus to cerebration.  The last is  defined by t he dictionary as:  "Action of the brain ,  conscious or un­
conscious" (please note) - in other words,  how to t hink . 

The primary duty of educators should therefore b e  to stimul ate the pupil, of whatever age , to use what­
ever "brains" he or she has to comprehend reality. The best way to do t his  is m anife stly to g ain their 
intere st by an �ppeal to their curiosity; and the best way to do this  is to present them with enigmas and 
paradoxes ,  which is to s ay  the unexplained. P arroting the explained is a pure waste of time.  Thi s can be 
looked up in text books.  But our  so-called system is today collapsing primarily because the  second 
essential has been wholly ignored. This is  taxonomy or the expertise of  cl assific ation. 

It is quite useless to try to come to a decision about anything unless you know t he facts ,  and you 
c an't gather these if you c an't find them. What is more , no amount of tec hnique that you may hav e  been 
taught will help you if yo u have never be en presented with an overall s et of pigeon-holes into whic h you 
can put anything and everything , and t he outer limits of which have been defined,  and the division and 
subdivision of w hich have been laid out for you. The Three 'Rs'  are techniques.  They do not constitut e 
educ atio n,  let alone knowledge. 

The best teachers start each seme st er with a definitive course in  taxonomy, then proceed to the m ain 
subj ect for the rest.  Since competence in t he three Rs' should be implied by a certain age ,  books to read 
and lab work to be done are listed on a blackbo ard, and the educator i s  then free to devote hi s or her 
entire time to stimulating the interest and inquisitiv eness of  the pupils. The collecting of credits is 
assinine ,  and d efe ats its purpose w hich •is t he· assimilation of  facts.  Facts c annot be assimilated in 
lumps without reference to all other facts. All subjects should b e  taught simultaneously and continuously 
up to a certain level,  and examinations be held in each and all at the end of each semester. Above this 
level only one speciality should be "taught� and on the assumption t hat the pupil is by t hen e ducated. 
The one subj ect that should be added to the t hree 'Rs' is  geography, and thi s should be continued until 
degrees are be stowed. This is the European system ; and it !§ a system. 

One might m ake so bold as t o  suggest that something drastic be done with a vi ew to the introduction 
of education to our schools as a standard c oncomitant to mere teaching. The only alternative is positively 
hair-raising. If we go on the way we are going now the inevitabl e result will be a race of no n-thinker s,  
! � Orwell' s 1984; but when we come t o  contemplate the prospects in the light of the little ditty on page 
5, only an alre ady trained non-thinker will fail to appreci ate its significance. 

Mechanizing teaching m ay be all very well, b ut if  you attempt to mechani ze education you're going to 
take the final plunge.  Even should computers develop ment al capabilitie s  such as ours, we have no 
guarantee that they will have the appropriate imaginations to go with them;  and , if they educate themselves 
to a higher level t han the best of us ,  who is to say what they will not teach us .  One mi ght well opine that 
one of t heir early instructions to us would b e  to commit mass suicide. 

Ivan T. Sanderson .  
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FURTHER NOTICES 

While the general format and l ayout of t his  jo urnal is now temporarily crystallized , we are initiating a 
policy amendment with this  is sue. This is merely that thi s  entire issue , and probably all future issues,  
will b e  w holly d evoted to Forteana. At the s ame time ,  w e  propose to retain our b asic classifi c ation of  
knowledge within the twelve s egments of the wheel (on  p .  2)  as before ,  except for front and end-matter 
such as Editorial and Book Reviews,  and t wo other c ategories .  These are ,  first, to appear up front will 
always be what we c all "Ch aos and Confusion " ,  which covers classic forteana that do not fit wholly into 
any of the other ten c ategories ,  which slop over into two or more , or whi ch just do not as of now fall with­
in our accepted logic .  The s econd unnumbered category is that of Ufology. And , with particular regard to 
this ,  it s hould be explained that we feel that � (if not the only) answer or explanatio n of the phenomenon 
has now been promulg ated by t he b e st trained scientific theori zers ,  and that therefore the only contribu­
tion to the problem that w e  c an offer , as of now, is further evidence of this theory that might be worth­
while of consideration.  With mere report s and statisti c al data w e  are not concerned,  but we will paraphrase 
other theories and concept s  if they are founded on logic al scientific  b ases. 

CHAOS AND CONFUSION 

MORE ON THE DEVIL ' S  HOOFPRINTS 

Further to  our remarks on the "Devonshire Devil " 
in our October issue ,  member No .  255 , who is a 
com m ercial pilot, writes as follows: 

"Here is some smoke for the 'Devonshire Devil' 
fi le .  Modern jet aircraft use a navigation system 
based on t he proj ection of 4 radar beams from the 

aircraft to  t he surface of the e arth. The be ams ar e 
tran smitted in pulses of 1/20 second duration per 
beam, with a complete sweep of four b e ams every 
1/5 seco nd.  Information from the reflected pulses i s  
fed to a computer which produces basic n avig ation 
data. If one c ould s ee t he 'prints '  of  t hese radar 
b e am s ,  t hey would app ear to be 44 feet long , sp aced 
176 fe et ap art for an aircraft travelling 600 mile s 
per hour. And the prints w ould indeed travel 'all in a 
str aight line in fresh s now etc . ' 

"Without going into t ec hnical d et ail ,  it appears 
t h at the r adar b eam could be repl aced by  a l aser 
beam with increased navig ational accuracy. In  addi­
tion to the navigation function,  such a laser b e am 
could also be used to make -hold on folks- 3-dimen­
sional photographs of t he s urface details ( hologram s). 
A l aser of s ufficient power to perform these t asks 

would probably melt snow, and also deform through 
heating any dark obj ects it might fall on,  t hough the 
l atter e ffect would be unob servably small except when 
the ' s hip ' should d ecide to remain station ary over 
one spot. " 

Obviously , if one is doing a detailed surveying 
job ,  he is not likely to go zipping p ast at 600 mph, 
thu s t he 'devil ' s  hoofprints '  at close as well as 
regular intervals .  

And w e  are r eminded of another c ase. Somewhere 
along the coast of  Yorkshire, England , there are 
l arge 'hoofprints '  in solid rock , starting inl and and 
running right to the edge of a cliff that rises straight 
from the sea. Legend has it t hat they w ere m ade by 
a giant phantom horse that galloped wildly through 
the countryside and into t he sea. Could t his b e  an­
o ther s urveying t e am? At t he moment the r eferenc e  
eludes us ,  but i t  might b e  interesting to compare the 
dates  (our impression is t h at  this was much earlier 
than the Devonshire incident) and to c ollect other 
ex ampl e s  of senes of prints  t hat might have been 
produced by l aser devices. If enough c an b e  found, 
it m ay be possible to detect a pattern. 

A number of years ago a gentleman wrote from 
Port Arthur, Ontario , C anada, enclo si ng a number of 
very clear p hotographs of seemingly endless series  
of  t wo kinds of t racks , also in  a straight line , but in  
Pre- Cambrian granitic rocks. The form of t hese is 
sho w n  in  the accomp anying photograph of  a plaster 
c ast submitted l ater by t his g entleman who, inci­
dentally, w as emphatic that his n ame s hould not be  
published because he  had m ade the mistake of  show-

The commonest type ·of imprint found in western 
Ont ario. Some tracks displayed three "toe s " ,  and a 
fe w scattered ones four. All t he indentations were 
of  t he same g eneral s hap e a nd depth. 



ing the tracks to the Geologic al Survey people ,  and 
had been horribly c astigated and ridiculed for hi s 
troubl e. 

Sin ce it is hard to  accept bipedal animal life of 
t his size in  Pr�Cambri an times even if p alaeontolo­
gi sts might eventually allo w  the  idea of a w hol e 
cycle of evolution prior to that p eriod , e videnc e of 
w hich has b een w holly wiped out by s om e  m ajor 
geophy sical c hange w hich simil arly wip ed out all 
highly evolved animals t hat c ould have m ade s uch 
tracks,  one c an but assume that they w ere produced 
mechanic ally. No modern hoax ster is going t o  make 
mil e s  of such "tracks" way out in t he utt er wilder­
ness of western Ontario , and it is extremely unlikely 
that pre-columbian Amerindians w ould do so even for 
extreme mystical or even practic al (guides to hunting 
forays) reasons. In fact , we strongly s uggest that 
t his is another c ase of probes from above by some 
advanced d epth-finder,  surveying app aratus; b ut 
whether these were imprinted in pre-Cambri an times 
or recently is another m atter. 

Aside from providing the only plausible e xplana­
tion of the 'hoofprint s', t he suggestion that laser s 
capable of producing holograms were i n  use  by some­
body during t he mid- 1800 s or even earlier c ertainly 
supports  the increasingly popular theory t hat UFOs 
and their occupants may themselves be holograms. 

G ENIUS COMPUTERS 

In c ase you mi ssed it , and becau se we have the 
gravest mi sgivings about computers,  w e  quote a UPI 
release,  picked up by them from Life Mag azine of t he 
15th November 1970. 

"Scient i sts  b elieve t h at within t hree t o  eight 
years - 15 at most - they can cre ate a m achi ne with 
all t he human responses of man and an intelligenc e  
even beyond the genius level ,  Life M agazine report ed 
Sunday. 

"The strongest prediction c ame from M arvin Minsky 
of  t he M assachusetts Institute  of  Technology's Pro­
j ect MAC , t he magazine said. 'In from thr ee to eight 
y ears we will have a m achine with the gener al in­
t elligence of an average human b eing ,'  he s aid. 'I  
mean a m achine that will b e  able to read Shakespeare,  
grease a c ar ,  play office politics ,  tell a j oke , have a 
fight.  At that point the mac hine will begin to educat e  
itself with fantastic speed. I n  a few mont hs i t  will 
be at geni us level and a few months after that it s 
powers will be incalculable . "  

"Life s aid other scientist s w orking on  artificial 
intelligence considered Minsky's timetable optimistic 
and suggested 15 years ,  b ut agreed that suc h  a 
machine would be developed and that 'It could pre­
cipitate the third industrial revolution, wipe o ut w ar 
and poverty and roll up c ent uries o f  growth in  
science e ducation and the arts . '  A number of the 
comp uter scientists also have misgivi ngs . 'M an's 
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limited mind may not b e  able to control such immense 
ment alitie s', Minsky s aid. 

"But an appro ac h  to  a m echanical m an already 
exi st s  at the Stanford Research Institut e ,  where a 
machine c alled Shaky performs t asks approximating 
tho se of a 4-year-old c hild and could be modified for 
more sophisticated routines.  'Arm ed with the right 
devices  and programmed in adv ance with b asic in­
stru�tions, Shaky could travel about the moon for 
months  at a time and, without a single beep of direct­
ions from e arth, could g ather rocks , drill cores,  make 
surveys and photograp hs and e ven decide to lay 
planks over crevices he had m ade up his mind to 
cro ss , '  Life said. Alt hough Shakey c annot under­
stand spoken language  or talk,  he has an inner core 
resembling t he central nervous system of  human 
beings,  composed of systems of sensation, r e ason, 
language ,  memory and ,ggQ [underlining ours] , the 
magazine said. His activity is  directed by a brain of 
six built-in m achines programmed into a computer 
with  a c apacity of 7 million 'bits' of information. " 

We distrust anyone who claims his inv ention is  
going to be  a c ure- all for the world's ills.  Al so,  w e  
are s o  rapidly m aking the  e arth uninhabit able -
literally - t hat one is forced to sp eculate t h at it has 
b een ordained t hat we should 'invent' just s uch a 
computer as is described above in time to ensure the 
surviv al of t he end-product of evolution .  Comput er s  
neither eat nor breathe , and with t he brains provided 
them , t hey will probably be able to figure out how to 
supply t hemselves with energy and c an then amuse 
them selv es b y  playing chess - or p erhap s Super­
checkers. 

ANG EL HAIR AGAIN 

It is not our intention to print an interminabl e 
s ucces sio n of reports on so-called angel hair,  but 
memb er No .  380 has sent us a model account of hi s 
own experie nce with t hi s  p eculiar sub stance and w e  
feel i t  deserves a wider airing. I t  originally appeared 
in  the Glasgow (Kentucky) Daily Times of the 9th 
October,  1970.  

"For some years I've been s e eing i n  v arious 
b ooks,  p apers,  and magazines, accounts o f  the fall 
from the ski e s  of s ome unidentified substanc e ,  which 
h as b een ni cknamed ' angel hair'. I'd never been abl e 
to decide if these t ales s hould be b elieved, but the 
other afternoon a s m all amount of something unknown 
to me fell on my lawn,  and it more or l e s s  fit s the  
description in tho se account s.  I was seated on my 
front step in the sun, r ather late  in the afternoon,  
when about 50 fe et up I noticed t wo obj ect s e ddying 
slowly downward. They w ere w hite as huge snow­
flakes but w hen they l anded o n  the gras s looked more 
like big w hite downy fluffy feathers ( not the  quill 
portion of a f e at  her, b ut t h at d owny p art near t he 



base of a feather). My dog also noti ced them and 
sniffed at them, but didn't seem to appreciate their 
arom a for he backed off. My nostrils could not detect 
any odor. I picked up the larger object.  about t hree 
inche s long and half that in diameter, and it  under­
went a very sudden c hange , from a fluffy w ad  to a 
sticky .  very adhesiv e stuff that flattened out like a 
broad ribbon across my fingers. I wish I had the re­
cipe for whatever kind of glue that stuff had in it. 
When I tri ed to pull it off with my other hand , that 
hand also stuck to it and the whitish ribbon pulled in 
two . I finally managed to scrub the stuff off by rub­
bing my hands rep eatedly on the grass. Som e of it 
was still on the grass the next day. and was still 
stic ky.  though not as much so. It finally melted en­
tirely away in the sun that day. " 

Presumably an ' expert' would announce that it 
was some kind of spiderweb; b ut t hese, t hough they 
are sticky, do not "melt in the sun". 

SKY-LINES 

L ate last summer John A. Keel informed us that 
"There's b een a w ire hanging down from the sky 
over Caldwell, New Jersey, for a month, and it ' s  
never moved. " This was a pretty shocking statement; 
the t.ruth proved to be even 'worse' .  Our initial im­
pression. which John Keel then shared, w as that the 
wire was hanging vertic ally. starting about a hundred 
fe et off the ground and ending no one knew where. 
So we arranged a visit to Caldwell. 

There w as not just a single "wire" but half a 

dozen; their incidence spread over a period of almost 
two months. while one report of about the same d ate 
for the previous year ( 1969) turned up ; and it wasn't 
a wire but in every case some kind of plastic strand 
that has now been identified by du Pont as " a  materi al 
based on type 6 nylon (caprolactam) or perhaps a 
copolymer such as type 6 and type 66 nylon".  (Their 
indecision is due to lack of sufficient materi al to 
work with) . None of these lines

· 
w as hanging v erti­

c ally and none was actually 'hanging ' - they w ere 
all stretched t aut at angles b etween 30 and 50 
degrees to ground level. Neither the upper nor the 
lower ends were ever s een. or located,  even when 
they finally fell. They just c ame out of the sky from, 
apparently. down low at one end, and went up over­
head and then on up into the sky to a point of invisi­
bility. even when traced with powerful binoculars. 

In one c ase the line remained taut for a month, 
through several severe electric al storms and s everal 
other days of high winds. Then.  for no apparent 
reason. one "end" of the line gave w ay and a pile of 
the stuff w as found in a front y ard. The owners p ull ed 
in a l arge amount, but t he line s napped farther up 
and t he upp er e nd remained invisible. In another 
c ase,  four b oys spent � hour hauling in a line 
which had dropped during the night; again,  thi s  snag-
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ged and broke before the entire line could be pulled 
in. And in all c ases, when the line fell it immediately 
curled up . just as did the nylon fishing lines on 2" 
spools, b ought by us for compari son. 

The usual reaction to this report is "little boys 
flying kites" .  But no one c an  produce a single kite­
flyer or even someone who has seen a kite in the 
area. And how do you keep a line taut through all 
sorts of weather, without some very sturdy ( and in­
visible) point of attachment at e ach end .  The police 
traced one of these lines over a c onsiderable distance 
and had to report that the line simply went on and on, 
over Montclair at one end and out over a meadow at 
the other. They never found either end .  All the se 
lines were plotted on a map,  but no pattern of any 
kind was discernible .  

W e  also contacted the Milit ary. asking them i f  they 
knew of this phenomenon and, if s o ,  w hether we 
might state the fact; or, if they did not, we might 
put that on the record. The reply, from William T. 
Coleman,  Jr. , Colonel, USAF, Chief, Public Informa­
tion Divi sion, was "Budgetary considerations pre­
clude a complete scientific analysis o f  the material 
you submitted. " We never asked for any analysis ! 

This is a sort of in-between unexplained. Unlike 
the Loch Ness Monsters and the Abominable Snow 
and Other P ersons, we have got the thing , but the 
how and w hy of it remain totally mystifying . The 
appearance of these "sky-lines "  would seem to defy 
a number of the basic principles of physics.  

THE T ALKING FOETUS 

The mo st outstanding five-day wonder of 1970 
w as undoubtedly the Talking Foetus allegedly now of 
Mecca, Saudi Arabia, but ex Indonesia via J apan, 
M alaysia, P akistan, Berlin, and other points west. 
The story broke in the London Sunday Times and 
went as follows: -

"Jak arta, Indonesia - Tjut Zahara Fonna is 2 1. 
pretty, articulate and 20 months pregnant with a 
baby boy who c an recite Islamic texts.  At le ast , that 
is her claim and no amount of inquiry has proved her 
wrong. 

"On the contrary, crowds come d aily to pay homage 
to her miraculous child. The ceremony starts at 5 
p . m. when the ·baby begins one of his five daily 
sessions of prayer. People,  devout or curious , file 
into the small house where Zahara and her husband 
Tunku Sjarifuddin have lived since t hey arrived from 
Sumatra. Zahara smiles and smooths her skirts tight­
ly around her swollen abdomen. She c hatters about 
God's  will, rel axes in an armchair and invites anyone 
to listen t o  her baby. One listens by crouching and 
placing an ear to Zahara' s b elly. When I adopted t his  
unusual pose,· I heard, very close,  a reedy wailing 
sound, apparently that of a baby crying . I then gave 



way to others , including an elderly divine ,  w ho ro se,  
eyes bright , to  declare t hat he had heard the b aby 
reciting the Surat , a holy t ext . Other holy t exts hav e  
been recorded, and one newsp aper,  out t o  d emoli sh 
belief. had been reduced t o  criticizing t he quality of 
the baby ' s  Arabic. 

"Zahara and her husb and are fluent in condemning 
those who suspect a trick. Has not Zahara' s preg­
nancy b e en confirmed by nearly 50 doctors in four 
countries .  And who c an explain it lasting for 20 
months? It is God ' s  will. T hey say they have been 
received with honor in P aki st an ,  J ap an and M alaysia. 
And t hey travel wit.h a letter from the Indonesian 

foreign mini ster. Adam Malik, w hich r e quires all 
Indonesi an embassies to r ender assistance if necess­
ary and says t hey are travelling ' at the request of 
their unborn c hild . '  It is dated Feb.  1 6  this year. " 

A week later AP c ame out with a flat d enial of  
the whole busine ss, branding it  a ho ax and one au­
daciously pulled on President Suharto a nd other 
high Indonesian officials .  It stated: -

"A t e am of medical experts ex amined Mrs.  Tjut 
Z ahara,  22, at Jak arta' s  central ho spital Wedne sday 
and found she had been feigning pregnancy b y  di s­
tending her stomach muscle s, t he informants s aid. 
However. the doctors found indications she may have 
given birth some time recently. After the e x amination , 
Mrs. Zahara was t aken to a secret location for p sy­
chiatric examination, the sources  said. 

" Antara, t he official news agency, r eported only 
that the 'p arents of the miracle b aby will be investi ­
g ated by t he attorney general' s office as a step in 
cle aring up the sensational fuss ' .  Th.e report did not 
ment ion the doctors '  findings. Several time s ,  in­
cluding once in P akistan ,  doctors e xamined her and 
declared she was pregnant . 

"Hundreds of persons s aid they he ard the b aby 
talk. One Indonesi an newsman made a t ap e  r ecording 
of quotations from the Koran apparently c oming from 
the woman's  body. But a foreign newsman who inter­
viewed Mrs. Zahara reported t hat she left t he room 
between the baby' s  sp eeches,  and he speculated she 
was c hanging the reel on a tape recorder strapped 
between her legs. " 

The initial story is so exaggerated and g ener ally 
balmy that its only truly odd fe ature w as that no 
denial went with it, so w h en this did come,  it c ame 
as  a relief. However, with  characteristic aplomb the  
denyers managed to  seed the  business with a whole 
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bunch of mysteries of s uch a nature , and to such a 
point, t hat it b ecomes almost as susp ect as t he 
initial story. We refer to such glib r em arks as that 
the woman had been " feigning pregnancy by dist end­
i ng her stom ac h  muscles" ;  she w as "taken to a 
secret location for psychiatric ex amination" ; and 
"the report did not ment ion the doctors' finding s " .  

These have t o  be set against equally odd state­
ment s to the effect that the woman had been e x amin­
ed medic ally several times,  including once in Pak­
istan,  and h ad b een d eclared pregnant. Further, 
surely a medic al man would hav e  b een permitted to 
examine her for concealed electronic e quipment. No,  
I fe ar me  the " explanation" is j ust as much b unk as 
the original story ,  and one is  constrained to  ask if  
nobody in the Islamic world has ever  heard of  the 
high art o f  v entriloquism. I t  w ould be a much safer 
bet for the debunkers and the wom an could be tested 
under hypnosis. 

A TREE THEY COULDN'T CUT 

We hav e  had a number of odd storie s em anating 
from M alaya, and this one is among t he oddest.  It 
app eared in the San Francisco Chronicle of the 24th 
September 1970,  as a feature article by M anoff Ab­
dullah (Chronicle Foreign Service) ,  date-li ned Kual a  
L umpur.  

" A  sc hool playground will  be  much smaller than 
planne d  because of an ancient tree which spooked 
all attempts to fell it. Three ye ars ago official s  at 
the Cochrane·' Road Secondary School authorized 
clearing of a thicket to m ake  way for a playing field . 

" The t hicket w as soon cleared - except for one 
tree. Workers who attempted to c hop the tree down 
were stopped in t heir tracks b efore they could swing 
their axe. A b ulldo zer w as tri ed. Its e ng ine di ed 
e ac h  time it appro ached t he tree,  or the driver b e­
came dizzy and w as un able to operate the m ac hine. 
School official s  finally g ave up and d ecided to spare 

the tree. 
"The tree, it i s  s aid , i s  the hom e  of  a d eity. 

All anah P ullikut aru, 55 ,  s aid s he h ad been told in a 
vision that Hindu goddess Esewary lived in the tree.  
'I  w as told to t ake  c are of t he tree and w arn tho se 
who wi shed to uproot it that sad things would happen 
to them , ' she said. Even i f  ther e ' s  an e arthquake ,  
the  t ree  won't be uprooted. 'I hav e  been a regul ar  
worshipp er here and my only purp o se i n  living i s  to  
t ake c are of  the tree' .  She has sPent a large p art o f  
the money s h e  e arns as a domestic s erv ant buying 

"Hamilton, N . Z. (Reuters) - A m an has tried to enter his mother-in-law in the royal dog show here , in 
t he hounds section for the b est bitch.  But the organizers are doubtful whether the entry is v alid. The 
sender failed to give t he breeding and did not enclose the entry fee . " 



milk, fruit , and oil to offer at the tree .  Residents o f  
the ar e a  erected a shelter around the t r e e  after at­
t empts to fell it had fail ed. " 

It i s  possible that the w orkmen ' s  inability to 
wield an axe may have b een 'psychological '  after 
Allanah P allijutaru' s  awful-warnings;  there app ears 
to  be no real limit to the power of "the power-of­
suggestion", e v en w ithout the religious overlay 
pres ent in this c ase. Whether the l ady ' s  t alents ex­
t end to stopping bulldozers is another question,  b ut 
ag ain this is not impo ssible. If a Rus si an lady c an 
move loaves  of bread around by t aking thought on the 
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matter - though she did not s upply the bread,  she 
was accused of using magnet s ,  by the way !  - there 
is no reason why someone whose only purpo se in 
living is to  t ake c are of a tree ,  for religious r e asons, 
could not s top an e ngine.  Her motivation would 
certainly be strong enough. 

The implication in the newspaper article is ,  of 
course , that it is the tre e  itself w hich is d oing the 
stopping. There is now plenty of evidence th at plant s 
exp erience what are g enerally called emotions ( see 
the work of Cleve Backster , using lie-detector equip­
ment) ,  but we have not yet heard of one fighting b ack 
or employing PK or its opposite. 

III. PHYSICS 

A M AD ELECTRIC SAWMILL 

Another item that has intrigued our members is an 
AP report from Copenhagen: 

"Hans Thustrip Nielsen, 63 , is  clo sing hi s s awmill 
at the village  of Moebbet , south of Copenhag en ,  de­
feated and economically ruine d by mysterious electri­
c al forces that have blown out fuses by the thousands,  
bulbs by the hundreds, and electric  motors by the 
d o zen.  

"The mystery has d efied the e fforts  of expert s  
from t w o  electri c al  power c ompanies ,  a university 
profes sor and the makers of motors and other installa­
tions in the mill. The profes sor s aid he was tempted 
to sugge st that ' supernatural forces or pixies are at 
play ' .  

"It began 18  months a g o  and n o w  Nielsen is  
$13 , 000 in the red  from r eplacing bulbs ,  fuses  and 
motors. The strange electri c al force s ,  with e normous 
b urst s of excess voltage , have started four fires in 
Nielsen 's  home, which adjoins the s awmill. Power 
company experts measured 29 ,000 lightning-like 
electrical discharges in mill install ations in one 
day. 'We have learned t o  stay clear o f  lamps since 
the bulb s k eep exploding . It does make our home life 

a bit awkward ' Nielsen s aid. The bursts  occur e ven 
when all electricity to the mill is cut off. 

"The chief e ngineer of one power c omp any, L ars 
H ar sting, has theorized that the air and the ground 
on the spot are abnormally charged with electricity. 
H arsting and his colleagues, working without p ayment 
rather than concede defeat are plant ing dozens of  
metal poles in  the ground and connecting them with 
app aratus d esigned to log ,  minute-by-minute , all 
electrical phenomena. One new theory is that the 
mill installations combine to form an antenna that 
picks up high-frequency radio , televi sion and rad ar 
waves."  

We bunged off a copy of this to  memb er No. 22 
who i s  an expert on electromagnetic interference. He 
is still making inquiries and may have more to add 
later,  but s ays "My side-walk opinion is that some­
body, either in the sawmill or in the vicinity,  is ex­
perimenting with some kind of g enerator. It could b e  
an off- shoot o f  Dr. Wilhelm Reic·h ' s  orgone experi­
ment s; a form of Tesl a' s work or the rot ation of one 
magnetic field inside another magnetic field which 
c an produce tremendous amperage s." 

We will r eport again if  any definite information 
comes to light. 

Member No. 5 1 7  sent us a little not e,  as follows: " Attached is a bit of inexplic able trivia. I have an 
uncomfort able feeling that Wilkinson i s  trying to t ell me something I should know about their blades ;  lik e 
they might cause an infection if you use them to slash your wrists. " 

The 'trivia' ? A small c ard that says: "Kini hanj a tinggal sebuah sadj a lagi . Belilah lagi pagi ini 
pis au tjukur Wilkinson Sword!" You'll have t o  make up your own comment on this one. 



THE DEATH-RAY AT L AST - OR, HOW TO TURN 
OFF RIOTS IN ONE E ASY LESSON 

As reported in the London Sunday Times by Frank 
Dorsey, "A team of French scientist s  in M arseille s  
is  working o n  a death-ray m ac hine designed to pro­
vide an entirely novel method of  human destruction. 
The proj ect began when the electro-acoustic al labo­
ratory of t he French N ational Center for Scientific 
Research moved into a new b uilding three years ago.  
The staff complained of  headaches and nausea. In­
vestigations began. Electrom ag netic waves w ere 
suspected , and all  stray ones detected were eliminat­
ed. So also w ere all ultrasound w aves,  w hich have 
been the laboratory' s  m aj or interest for 18 years. At 
this point , one of the technici ans got out an antique 
app aratus  for detecting infrasound - that i s ,  air 
vibrations which oscillate at less than 10 vibrations 
a second, or 10 Hertz. (The human e ar r egisters, as 
sound , vibrations from 16  per second,  or 1 6  Hertz, to  
20 , 000 Hert z. )  It  quickly identified t he source of the 
unease: a giant ventilator in a factory next d oor. 

"Sound is a succession of  waves in  which the 
air is alternately compressed and decompressed. Fast 
vibrations either go right t hrough solid obj ects or  
bounce off t hem, usu ally doing rel atively little harm 
even when very powerful. But slo w air vibrations,  
below the hearing level, c an create a sort of p e ndu­
lum action, a r everberation in solid obj ects that 
quickly builds up to intolerable int ensity. The w ave­
lengths most dangerous to life lie below seven per 
second. At this point one has a v ague impre ssion of 
sound and a feeling of general discomfort.  At 3 . 5  
Hertz nothing c an b e  heard directly b ut there  is  a 
curious incidental effect . Nearby sounds ,  such as 
air hissing int o  a pipe ,  take  on a plllsing quality. 
All sounds in the neighbourhood s eem to ululate  
rhythmically. 

"The research t e am has suffered from its experi-
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m ert s. Some of t he invisible i nj uri e s  appear to be  
persi stent. The se infrawaves not  o nly affect the e ar s, 
but work directly on the intern al organs,  c ausing a 
rubbing-together of various adj acent org ans because 
of a sort of r e sonance. This provokes an irritation so 
intense that for hours afterwards any low-pit c hed 
sound seems to echo through one ' s  body." 

To study t his  p henomenon the scientists built a 
giant whistle hooked to a compressed air ho se. How­
ever, when turned on the "test nearly cost us �ll our 
lives" said Prof. Vl adimir G avreau ,  who is  in  charge 
of  the Electro-Acoustical L aboratory. "Luckily , we 
were able  to turn it off fast . "  He w ent on  " All of us 
were sick for hours. Everything i n  us was vibrating -
stomach, he art , lungs. All t he p eople in the ot her 
l aboratorie s w ere sick too. They w ere very angry 
with us." he ended laconi cally. After this ,  they kept 
the power input very low and started p robing do wn­
ward s from t he 16 Hertz point ,  and c ame upon the 
critic al point of 7 Hert z  at w hich, w ith a huge 
whistle as much as 18 feet across ,  constructed lik e  
a police whi stle with a sm all airplane e ngine t o  rev 
the fan,  they estim ate that people could be  killed en 
� up to five miles away. 

One w ould h ave thought that w e  already have 
enough ways of killing off people but  i t  m ust b e  ad­
mitted t h at ,  if you want to do so,  thi s would seem to 
b e  a perfectly splendid way of doing it. In warfare ,  
it w ould be a lot neater than nerve g ases and/or 
b acteri a, and prob ably more 'hum ane'  if you g ave the 
enemy the full works. But it would be  for controlling 
or  eliminating mobs t hat it would seem to be b est 
prescribed . You could soften them up with a bit of  
nausea and di sorientation ,  and if the idiots persisted 
in  continuing to riot, you could lay t hem out for day s  
o r  weeks,  thus avoiding t h e  necessity for a m assacre, 
which alway s  seems to up set people. 

VII. BIOLOGY 

THE ABOMINABLE SPINIFEX M AN 

Correspondents from Au strali a have passed on to 
us newsp aper accounts of tracks found in the desert 
near L averton, some 400 miles E.N . E. of Perth, in 
Western Australia. These are t wo-toed prints about 
15 inches long, m ade by a 'something ' that walked 
on two legs (dubbed the Spinifex M an by the Aus sies).  
They were found by  a Mr. P eter Muir,  a dogger (i. e. 
dingo hunter) for t he Agriculture Protection Board, 
who said that in 30 years in desert areas in  Australi a 
he had not seen anything r esembling these footprint s. 

They do look mo st odd ( see cut ,  p .  10), but t here 
is a simple explanation: an Ostrich. 

Your first reaction will prob ably be that w e  have 
gone b almy since "there are  no o striches in Au stralia; 
you mean an emu don 't you ?" No,  we don't. O striches 
were long ago imported to Australi a, along with other 
animals  such as c amels and rabbits. Pr esumably 
everyone knows how t he rabbits have fared; and there 
are b elieved to b e  some truly feral popul ations of 
c am els  in some parts of Australia. As for the o s­
triches,  we quote p art of a letter from H arry Turner 
of Floreat P ark , We stern Australi a, w ho originally 
suggested this 'di agno sis ' :  

" I n  South Australia there w as once an o strich 
farming industry and no doubt w hen  it  became un­
economical the farmers might h ave turned their birds 



(L eft) Imprint left in coarse s and by so-called "Spini­
fex M an" .  (Center) The sole  of  the left foot of an 
O strich,  as seen from below.  (Right)  The sole of t he 
left foot of an Emu, as seen from below. 

loo se to fend for them selves.  But t here is a lot of  
desert in  between. One w ould suppo se that an o stric h  
track would be  similar t o  a n  e mu track but r ather 
l arger. I keep some pet emus and t heir footprints are 
not hing lik e what is pictured. " 

The fact is that t he o nly living animal - kno wn 
anim al, at any rate  - that can and v ery often does 
le ave such a t wo-toed track is  an Ostrich. As Mr. 
Turner points out, emus'  tracks are quite  different. 
But both are Ratites. Emus pop up by t he t housand s, 
from nobody knows quite w here, around s alt-pans in 
the middle of  Au stralia's  worst deserts ;  ergo, there 
is  no good reason why the r e al d esert-type Ostri ches 
could not  have survived and moved over the years 
for hundred s of miles ,  and have d one so undetected. 
To put it mildly, that part of Au stralia is spar sely 
populated - and t hose w ho do live there m ay have 
t aken a few Ostriches for gr anted. 

Spinifex, by the way, is  an Australian gras.s with 
seeds that b e ar elastic spine s;  presumably it really 
!.§ abominable.  
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WE' RE SORRY ,  BUT IT WAS A SHARK 

Our members w ere really on their toes  with t hi s  
one, n o  fewer than eleven o f  t hem having c alled us  
on Monday, the 16th November , to tell us o f  t he then 
still only tentatively identified and r ather monumental 
corpse that had w ashed up on t he beach at Scituate,  
M ass. This w as followed by a m ass of clipping s, and 
photographs which member No. 363  took during the 
wee small hours of the morning. We are most he arten­
ed by t his evidence of active interest on the part of 
our members - and subscriber s !  - and are as dis­
appointed as you are t h at it did not prove to be a Sea 
Mon ster. 

When w ashed up t he b ody was b adly 'mangled ' ,  
p artly from decompo sition and p artly from having pro­
vided dinner for other sea animal s. Both j aws were 
missing, a fact that will have relevance in a moment. 
Police described the corp se as  "a 30-foot sea serpent 
which resembled a c amel without legs . . •  ( with) a 
sm all head,  a long neck, and a large ,  finned body".  
(The idea of a camel with  fins  w e  find e nchanting !)  

H aving b een told t hat the New England Aquarium 
was 'in charge ' ,  we started telephoning and finally 
got through to Mr. Michael Wynne-Will son at t he 
Aquarium . He was most helpful and forthright and 
read us t he offici al release, w hich w ent as follo ws: 

"The New England Aquarium , now in possession 
of t he cranium of the vertebrate found last night on 
the Scituate b each, positively identifies it as a 
shark , probably a Basking Shark. It has been tenta­
tively identified as such by not only the curatori al 
and educational st aff of the New England Aquarium 
b ut also by Dr. Tyson Roberts ,  Curator of Fishes at 
the Museum of Comp arative Zoology at Harvard, and 
Dr. Andrew Konnerth ,  Research Associate and Cura­
tor at Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute. The 
cranium , which is  now being prep ared for s hipment 
from the New England Aquarium to Woods Hole, will 
giv e  po sitive identification w hen compared to other 
shark crania, as to w hether or not it is indeed a 
Basking Shark. These sharks are infre quently found 

Basking Shark (Cetorhinus m aximus) 1/l20 th nat. 
size. Semi-di agram m atic. The skeletons of shark s 
are composed of cartilage or gristle as opposed to 
bone. Neither the upper or lower j aws, nor the thro at 
"bones " ,  the gill-arches, or any of t he c artilaginous 
supports  for the fins  are anchored to  t he vertebral 
column, so that w hen t he animal decompo ses they 
fall away with t he fle sh ,  and only t he small cranium 
i s  left attached to the v ertebral c olumn. These 
( shown in solid black ) when left alone look like a 
snake with a r ather s m all head.  



on beaches in simil ar c onditions with j aw bones 
mi ssing ,  w hich lead t o  stories of unidentified swim­
ming serp ent s".  

Though popularly thought of as "fi sh " ,  shark s are 
quite different and are properly c alled Selachi ans.  
Along with skates and rays,  t hey h ave c artilaginous 
skeletons - not bony ones.  Thus,  a properly trained 
zoologist could not possibly mist ake  a shark's 
skeleton for t hat of either a m amm al or a reptile. 
However, without the j awbone it is very difficult to 
be ab solutely cert ain of the e xact species without 
con sulting t extbooks or comp aring the cranium with 
positively identified specimens . The length of this  
corpse suggested the Basking Shark,  of  course (these 
average 30 feet in length,  and the record is  45  feet) ,  
but the cranium is  not  v astly different from that o f  
various other shark s. 

The fact is that Basking Shark s are a positive 
nuisance to monster-hunt ers and have b een mist aken 
for "sea  serpents" on a number of occasions.  On the 
other hand, "yesterd ay's sea monster" will be to­
morro w's Basking Shark. Some of our members have 
contended t hat "even if it w ere a sea monster, 'they' 
wouldn't admit it " .  To this  we can only s ay that the 
climate is changing; some very reputable scientist s 
are currently delving in t hese troubled w aters. And 
there prob ably is no scientist alive w ho does not -
secretly at least - hope to discover a new animal. 
The bigger t he better ,  even if he do es have trouble 
putting it in a bottle. One c an hardly ignore account s 
of a 70-foot "sea-monster" in a scientific journal ,  
and det ailed accounts of j ust such a beast in 19th­
century publications clearly r efer tv the Whale Shark 
(Rhincodon typus). Eventually they will all have 
L atin names. 

TRACKS ON MT. ETN A 

In the past decade a sort of insanity has rolled 
over the world. While this  w as a mo st ancient tradi­
tion in east central Asia, it only c ame to t he atten­
tion of t he Western world after W. W. I . , via the e x­
plorers and mount aineers in the Himalayas. It had 
be en nibbled at in Ru ssi a, Can ada, and our North­
we st but it did not cut loo se until 1962 when our 
director, Ivan T. Sanderso n,  published his now 
classic Abominable Snowmen: L egend Come !.Q Life , 
which covered the report s up till t hat d ate from five 
continents. These included rather m assive documen­
tation of t his b u siness from the states of Californi a, 
Oregon, and Washington ,  and the  province of Briti sh 
Columbia in Canada. The item is v ery large imprint s 
of the soles of the feet o f  what look like sundry l arge 
unknown anthropoids ,  including huge hominids,  in 
sno w or mud, and often fo rming miles of tracks. 

Since t hat time r eports of s imilar imprint s  and 
tracks have spread out from that center all t he w ay 
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to Centr al Africa and eastern Europe to j oin  up with 
another wave coming e ast out of  Mongoli a via south 
Central Asia and the Cauc asu s.  There have now b een 
allegations of the discovery of  such tracks in  nearly 
ev ery state in t his  Union, even to s uch unlikely 
pl aces as Texas , P ennsylvania, and Massachusetts ! 
Sev eral d ozen different plaster c asts have b een 
o ffered,  t ogether with d o zens more photographs of 
same, s everal piles of excrement, t wo films of the 
cre atures allegedly m aking said tr acks,  and a corp se 
in  an ice-filled coffin. The creature s have been nick­
n ame d Bigfeet , Sasqu atches,  The Iceman ,  Yetis ,  or 
AB SM s ,  and a w hole c ult has gro wn up aro und t hem 
with all m anner of p eopl e from high sc hool youngsters 
to coll ege professors going charging off to hunt them 
with g un,  rod, and camera as in the good old days of  
Poona-Poona. Literally millions of doll ars have b e en 
sp ent on this endeavour. 

The idea of gi ant hairy hominids w andering about 
the eastern states is b ad enough but when one i s  
ask ed t o  even consider their appearance i n  suburb an 
areas in cities like vancouver and Okl ahoma City , 
one tends to become a bit peeved. But something 
more aggr avating still has b een th e submission of 
photos of such track s in  solid rock , which i s  of course 
preposterous unless said rock w as molten or muddy 
w hen t hey w ere imprinted, or they w ere c hizelled 
out by some funster. 

There is very considerable reason to suppo se t hat 
some such hominids do e xist in c ertain wilderne ss 
areas in Asia, in the Caucasus , and in our Northw est ,  
b ut these whacky r eports t end only t o  denigrate the 
evidence of these and even the possibility of their 
existence. 

The worst of all c ame in l ast November from, of 
all places,  Sicily ! As reported by UPI it w ent as 
follows:  -

"Catania, Sicily (UPI) - Residents of a village on 
the slope s of the Etna volcano s ay they hav e se en 
what looks like the footprint s of an abominable snow­
m an. Or was it one of t he one-eyed cyclops who ac­
cording to Greek legend had t heir smithy inside the 
crater? Whatever t he being was, the villagers of 
M ascaluci a say it cert ainly had big feet. Acco rdi ng 
to the t ale making the rounds of the mount ainside 
communiti e s, nine M ascalucia men, all ' serious 
p ersons , '  saw s even footprint s at an altitude of 

10 , 335  fe et on the e ast side of the mount ain two 
we eks ago.  They were 13 feet ap art and one w as 
more than five feet long, according to the story.  All 
were about six inches d eep in h ard l ava  soil . "  

O f  all the overpopulated,  d efore sted isl and s a­
vailable, Sicily would p robably c op first prize. 
Further , it has been infe sted for centurie s  by Greeks, 
Carthaginians, Romans, and j ust about everybody 
else ex Europe ,  the Near East, and North Africa. 



Wh at i s  more, d espite Etna' s  r ambunctiousne ss,  
people always go back up the l ava  flo ws as soon as 
they cool enough to plant things,  because of their 
marvello us fertility. So ,  unle ss a bunch of  Vulcans 
do live under its crater.,  th ere is  not the slightest 
chance of a r ace even of pigmi e s  going unnoticed 
until today. However, thi s s eemi ngly in sane report 
s hould not be j ust declared either a lie or a ho ax. 

Point is ,  several other lo nger accounts mention 
that these tracks w ere in  fairly fresh l ava that had 
only just cooled sufficiently to be traversed. Now, 
both t he Ru ssi ans and some Ameri can volc anologi sts 
hav e  actually "ridden" the crusts  of molten lava  
w hile they w ere still moving do wnhill , wearing as­
besto s foot coveri ng and other paraphernalia. Ther e 
i s  a more or less permanently staffed observation 
po st run by the University of C at ania for geologi sts, 
sei smologists, and volc anologi sts on the rim of Etn a. . 
Could any of the personnel have cro ssed a flow on  
their w ay down,  during the last eruption, before it 
w as fully set ? If so, it is quite po ssible that they 
hav e  left deep imprint s which would have grown in­
dividually in size and become increasingly sep arated 

if the molten l ava b elo w the crust got held up belo w 
and s o  swell ed up into a d ome.  Imprints such as 
these might not crack b ut ret ain their form, the sur­
face b eing clastic ,  so that it stretched as a whol e. 
Truly gi gantic c aves form in lav a  flo ws d ue to 
pockets of  gas slo wly enl arging while the rock cool s 
aro und  t hem. Somewhere we r ead that gig antic im­
pressions of branc hes, seemingly of tre es m any time s 
the size of any known loc ally w ere found on t he 
slopes of the vol cano Mt. Tan a in the New Hebride s. 

P etropedetes johnstoni . (L eft)  M ale out of breed­
ing seaso n. (Right) M ale at second breeding season. 
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MAL AYAN F ROG B ATTLES 

Novemb er of l ast year was a splendid forte an 
effort , and never let it be s aid ag ain that fort e ana 
turn up only in t he 'Silly Season' .  An AP story,  dated 
the 8th November 1970,  r an as follows: 

"Kuala L umpur, M alaysia ( AP )  - More than 
3 , 000 frogs of four different v arietie s  fought a furious  
b attle l asting more  t han six  hours ,  loc al newsmen 
reported yesterday. They s aid t he frog w ar t ook 
pl ace in  a swampy valley b e side a Hindu t emple at a 
rubber e state near Sung ai Siput, 100 miles north of 
Kual a  L umpur. At fir st , only about 50 frogs w ere in­
volved but soon the numbers s welled,  the ne wsm en 
reported,  adding that about 1 , 000 people assembled 
to watch the fro gs bite and t ear at each other. M any 
were d e ad at the end of the b attle. 

"Mari a Soosay, 30, who has lived for years ne ar 
the area, said the war is almost an annu al event. 
'But t hey have been s m all fights. Thi s is  the 
biggest so far, ' he said. Other frog wars have b een 
reported at v arious times in different p art s of West 
Malaysia. No one has so far come forward with any 
theory why such b attles take pl ace. " 

There was al so a lot of rubbish about t hese frog 
wars being reg arded as ill omens auguring war ,  re­
volution, or inter-raci al outbreaks. Ho wever, identi­
cal or similar- appearing frog b ehaviour is not con­

fined to M al ay si a. It happ en s in forested West Afric a  
and is not s o  much a war as, app arently, a form of 
pop ulation c ontrol. There is one species of frog 
known as P etropedetes johnsoni that h as a v ery odd 
life history. The fem ales j ust grow steadily from 
year to ye ar,  r etaining one coloration and changing 
only in size . The males,  on the other hand, change 
radically from their second to fifth years prior to the 
coming of the big rains when they descend from the 
tree s  w here they otherwise live, to  mate. Not only 
do they increase e normously in b ulk, they change 
colour, their tymp ani or ear-drums become greatly 
enl arged and d evelop a large button in the middle,  
and their forelimb s more than quadruple in b ulk, 
dev elop enormous t erminal finger pads,  and a sh arp 
dert ine - c apped spike grows out from the bottom o f  
t h e  terminal thumb joint. In between m ating s e asons  
they revert to their yearling colour p attern, lo se the  
tympanum knob, and the  forelimb s lo se the spike and 
return to norm al b ulk. 

The males arrive at mating locations before the 

Some of our favourit e t owns:  Eek, Al aska; Enigma, Georgi a; Waterproof, Louisiana; Ste amboat ,  Nevada; 

Z ap ,  North Dakota; Drain,  Oregon;  and , best of all ,  Panic ,  Pennsylvania. We 're not making these up , you 

know. 



fem ale s,  and second, third , and fourth year indi­
viduals are then pre sent together. Each age group 
keep s to itself but sometimes ,  due to crowding, the 
biggest boys will attack the next size d o wn and rip 
into t hem b oth with t heir powerful j aw s  and also 
with their t humb spear s. We wonder if thi s might not 
be what the M al ayan frogs are up to. What is more ,  
Mal ays are more prone to  pull their "running amok" 
stunt at the onset of the rains. 

A LITTLE VIETN AMESE MONSTER 

May we be permitted to point out once again that 
the w ord 'monster' h as t wo q uite distinct b asic 
meanings: monstrously large for what it i s ,  or mon­
strous in form compared to what it should be or what 
is otherwise known.  We once announced that w e  were 
going to  show some little monsters on t elevision,  
and t he producer was most distre ssed when w e  offer­
ed some nightmarish Protozoans under a microscope. 
Monsters in most peoples' opinion must b e  at least 
50 feet long. One wonders what t hey feel about b aby 
monsters. 

Com es then a fascinating report from Vietnam. 

This appeared in the Webst er (Mass. ) Times of  the 
7th October of last year. It bears no byline,  and we 
have not he ard of it from any other source.  We give 
it herewith in full :  -

" Army Specialist 4 Przystas Tells About Monster 
of Long Binh: U. S. Army war stories about the pre­
historic mon ster living in the swamps of Long Binh, 
Viet N am aren't as absurd as some .People are in­
clined to believe , according to SP-4 Richard Przyst as, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. stanley Przystas of 66 Racicot 
Ave. 

"Stationed at Long Binh, Sp-4 Przystas is  on 
duty in the sector where a 'mystery' reptile was shot 
by a U. S. Army Depot p erimet er g u ard , according to 
inform ation in a letter to his parent s. He al so in­
cluded a newspap er c lipping, noting t hat it was 
'headline s' in the war-torn country. Thi s r e ads as 
follows: 

"Long Binh's 'monster' first c ame into the lime­
light w hen Spec. 5 Jo seph Ott ,  an inform ation 
speciali st assigned to U. S. Army, Vietnam, wrote a 
story about several 34d Ord. Bn. personnel w ho d e­
clared they had seen what they d escribed as a gi ant 
reptile in a swamp near the U . S. Army Depot here. 

Our Favourite Title 
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It was estim ated at bet ween three and four feet long 
and reportedly left footprint s  about as l arge as a 
man's hand,  with the t ail leaving a four-inch-deep 
trail in the mud near the ammunition storage areas, 
observers s aid. Several trap s  were constructed of 
wire mesh and b aited with meat, but to no avail. In 
one instance, the monster got into  the trap and broke 
out, leaving a pile of boards but no meat.  At first 
the stories w ere scoffed at and dismissed as 'rear 
are a  w ar stories' - more fiction than fact . But t he 
shooting of an actual specimen r efutes disb elief. 

"Sp ec. 4 Gregg Batzer and Pfc. Charles McK enna, 
depot security guard s on the Long Bi.rlh bunker lin e, 
were standi ng guard duty in bunker 327. The summer 
monsoon rain had j ust ab ated when McK enna spotted 
' so m ething weird'. 'It was as long as the b unker' 
noted McKenna, and 'looked pre historic'. P atzer 
remark ed it was a 'v ery odd looking be ast'. He ad­
mitted t h at seeing t he reptile on his first b unker 
guard assignment left him spooked. McKenna s hot 
the 'mon ster' as it entered th e bunker. It measured 
five feet long and weig hed more than 35 pound s. It 
was her mother instinct w hich had attracted t he 
'mon ster' to the bunker. The giant reptile had put 
her offspring in the opening b ack of the bunker until 
after the rain,  and she was returning to them. 

" Since this 'mon ster' was killed, many amateur 
zoolo gist s have searched for information about the 
fearsome reptile and its possible m ate.  So far ,  no 
authorit ativ e t ext has c ertified t he 'monster' as a 
known zoologic al species. The mo st attractive theory 
is a popul ar belief that it is a giant newt , p erhap s  
t h e  l ast survivor of t h e  d escendants of  Plesiosaurus 
reptiles ,  believed to have been extinct for more than 
50 million years ,  isolated in the Long Bi nh swamps 
until Army p ersonnel moved int o  the area and dis­
covered them. 

"Meanwhil e .  the knowledge t hat the dead reptile 
was a mother means that 'papa monster' is prob ably 
still lurking in the swamp s. The trap s  are getting 
bigger and more num erous each day. " 

The d escription of t his anim al conform s very 
clo sely to the co mmon Monitor Lizard (Varanus) of 
southern Indochina. This animal might well come as 
a bit of a shock to a United-Stater on his first tour 

of that are a. The account would have b een pretty 
good if the  reporter had not seen fit to add t he u sual 
bits of zoological b aloney. Thi s  is the way monster 
stories  get started. 

It m ay be  "the most attractiv e theory" and a 

Take n from the Journal of Zoology, Vol . 16 1 :  "Character analysis:  an empirical approach applied to 
advanced s nakes . "  We don't know what thi s is all about , never having got p ast the title .  

--- ---- -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



"popul ar belief" that it is a giant newt, but newts 
live o nly in Eurasia and North Americ a, and they 
are not reptiles, b ut amphibians like salam anders, 
with slimy skins, that lay their eggs in w ater. By no 
stretch of the imagination could a salamander b e  a 
descendant of any r eptile ,  let alone the m arine 
Plesiosaurs ,  which incidentally are b elieved to have 
b ecome extinct 7G-million years ago.  The zoologi st s 
involved m ust certainly have b een amateurs,  and 
probably of the Hollywood-Comic-strip variety. 

A THREE-TOED , BIPEDAL WORM ! 

The fossil three-toed track shown in the p hoto­
graph is one of several found by a chap named John 
Mittl. The e xact loc ation has b een kept s ecret to 
prevent v andals from destroying them,  b ut they ar e 
on top of a "mountain" in northern Berks Co unty, 
P ennsylvania. They are identic al in outline t0 tho se 
of some newly hatched dinosaurs' tracks possessed 
by t he American Museum of N atural History and 
therefore pre sumably should not pose any p roblem -
except for one thing. " Dinosaurs" only started in the 
Tri as sic p eriod, but the rocks in w hich the s e  tracks 
w ere found are apparently Silurian - in other words,  
about 2M million years too early. 

Mr. Mittl is s aid to have consulted v arious 
scientists b ut, to quote t he Reading Times of the 
15th September, 1966, app ears to have c ho sen t he 
wrong ones. 
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"Some of these scientists thought the track s 
were fossilized bird tracks only s ome 250-million 
years too soon ! ; some thought they w ere dino saur 
tracks and some thought they w ere 'petroglyphs' or 
carvings of bird tracks which w ere m ade by Indians. 
Thi s  l ast theory, however, is not borne out in light 
of t he history of Berks County Indians , nor by the 
appearance of the tracks. " 

Others decided that the rocks must be Triassic if 
these tracks are those of dino saurs. But apparently 
not one of these pundits w as willing to go there and 
determine once and for all just what age t he rocks 
are . There are said to be other fos sil tracks in these 
strata, and t hese should help in identifying them , 
unless they too are 'out of place' .  But t he real p ay­
off is the identification of these three-toed tracks 
m ade by a certain Dr. Richmond L .  Myers of Moravian 
Colleg e. He insisted that the impressions were the 
trails of a fossil worm! Oh, mirabile dictu. 

We found the accompanying reconstruction of this 
hilarious beast by our director, in the margin of the 
clipping. 

Myervermis tridactyl a (Gen. Nov. ) 

VIII. ANTHROPOLOGY 

WERE EGYPTIANS FIRST IN AUSTRALIA? 

This was the headline on a short piece from the 
London Sunday Express, sent us by member No.  1 6 2. 
It was date-lined Sydney and read as follows: 

"Did Ancient Egyptians surf at Bondi ? a suburb 
of Sydney Historian Rex Gilroy plans to lead an 

expedition into central Australia to p rove that 
Egyptian s and other r aces found Australi a thousands 
o f  years before Captain Cook. He believes he al­
ready has evidence that Arab dhows e xplored the 
N ew South Wales coast about 3 , 500 B . C. He is study­
ing a c ollection of bronze plates,  coins,  pottery and 
hieroglyphic s  found near Bondi and other parts of 
Au stralia. Now he will search for huge r eliefs of 

' 



Egyptian deities r eported to hav e  been found by 
Aboriginals on a cliff face in central Australia. 

" 'These discoveries could r ewrite t he history o f  
Au stralia' , s aid M r .  Gilroy, director o f  t h e  Mount 
York N atural Hi story Museum.  'Evidenc e of the l and­
ing s  of Egyptians , including Aboriginal c arvings of 
their dhows and clothing, is coming to light all the 
time . ' "  

This i s  intriguing , t hough one wonders which 
' Arabs ' .  H ad Mr. Gilroy s aid P hoenici an s ,  it would 
seem more likely. Also,  the Egypti ans were not 
notoriously good s ailors , d espite Thor  Heyerdahl ' s  
lat e st s uccess.  Bear in  mind that Ra' s I & II were 
b uilt , not by Egypti ans,  b ut by  imported Bolivi an 
Indians ! N evertheless,  we pursued Mr . Gilroy. 

Our own reference works having failed us, we 
c alled the Australian News and Information Bureau. 
They had heard nothing of it and w ere no more suc­
ces sful in finding a town c alled Mount York than w e  
had be en; nor were they able t o  fi n d  any referenc e to 
Mr. Rex Gilroy. We then wrote to t he Foreign Editor 
of the Sunday Express,  who very kindly c hecked with 
his correspondent in Sydney and sent us an address 
fo r Mr.  Gilroy. In the me antime w e  had al so written 
to the Australi an Museum in Sydney t o  ask their help . 
And we got it - in t he form of one of t he m o st re­
fre shingly frank letters we have seen;  and we quote :  
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"I have your letter of 14th Sept emb er. 1970 addre ss­
ed to the Director of the Australi an Museum. Dr. 
Talbot , our Director, is at pre sent overseas but in hi s 

ab sence I think I can completely answer the request 
m ade in your letter about Mr. Rex Gilroy, self styled 
Director of  the Mount York Natur al History Museum. 

"Without being too strong I t hink I c an state t hat 
you can completely disregard any cl aims as to dis­
coveri es,  either of a natural history nature  or archae­
ology. made by Mr. Gilroy. We have already notified 
all the re sponsible ne wspapers in  Australia that they 
should di sregard any c l aims he m akes.  His w ork is 
bogus and he is  possibly slightly derang ed. H e  has a 
small private museum situated on the Blue Mountains 
of  New Sout h Wales near Mount York , (nearest large 
town Katoomba). We have had t rouble with him in 
connection with fo ssils; this particular claim that he 
has found traces of Ar abs and Egyptians in Australi a, 
and on many other occasions. 

"He makes wild stat ement s to small local ne ws 
she ets which publish them as .' sensational finding s' 
and t hen t hese get extracted into large city dailie s  
in  Australi an st ate s. 

"If you want some details as to hi s ' craziness'  I 
would suggest t hat you communicate with o ur Curator 
of P al aeontology, Dr. Alex Ritchie ,  at this address. 

"I rep e at ,  you c an c ompletely disregard any 
claims of Gilroy in this m atter. 

Yours faithfully, 
/Signed/ Eliz abeth Pope 

Acting Director. " 

It would be rather fun t o  have Egyptians and Arab s 
in Australia, b ut it seems clear that Mr. Gilroy has a 
bee in his bonnet. We would like to kno w  more about 
the alleged "bronze plates ,  coins , pottery and hiero­
glyphics" mentioned, and in fact had written to him 
before receiving Miss Pope's  r eply to  our e n quiry. 
But Mr . Gilroy has not answered. 

There are some very curious - and fully authenti­
c ated - Aboriginal p aintings of 'people '  who bear no 
resemblance to any Australian Aborigine; t h ey don't  
resemble any Arab or  Egypti an either. And, despit e 
the fact that we have a tendency to b e  very cautious 
in  accepting flat statements by orthodox scientists ,  
the comments on  Gilroy' s  general reputation indicat e  
that anything he offers should be fully b acked with 
facts and art efacts. 

RED-H AIRED PEOPLE-EATERS 

Score s  of red-headed mummies,  averaging 6Yz to 7 
feet t all , and thousands of artefacts have b een taken 
from a smoke-coated, exceptionally dry c ave some 
22 miles southwest of  Lovelock,  Nevada. Piute 
Indians living in Lovelock st ate m atter-of-factly that 
these were c annibals who preyed on the  Piutes and 
were event u ally exterminated by them .  The l ast 
remnants of the c annibal tribe holed up in thi s cave 
and w ere suffocated by e normous fires built at  the 
entrance.  Annie Bill ,  68 , a Piut e and a lifelong resi­
dent of Lovelock , said,  "All members of t he tribe 
who were exterminated had red hair. I have some of 
their hair which has been handed down from father to 
son. I have a dress which has been in our family a 
great m any years, trimmed with this  reddish hair. Old 

S PECIAL NOTICE 

Richard Lanthier (L aan-tee-ay), our member No. 640, formerly work ec/ lor Le Monc/e ln solite or Strange, 
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Piutes always c alled the redheads Si wash Indians, 
but m any of my people really w ondered if the r ed­
heads w ere Indians at all " .  Her grandparents told 
her that t heir grandp arent s d escribed the c annib als  
as  having long  faces and light skin "lik e w hite man " . 
This may seem a rather remote source of information ,  
but non-literate peoples often do transmit t heir trib al 
history from generation to generation with remarkabl e 
fidelity. 

The anthropologists  and archaeologi sts are r ather 
rude about the s tory of c annibalism and r e d  hair, 
claiming t hat the color of the hair was due to " age or 
chemic al action".  And Donald R. Tuohy ,  c urator of 
anthr opology at t he Nevada State Museum, h as an­
nounced, apparently with some he at, t h at t he Piut e  
storie s  are "myths - pure and simple fabrications " .  
H e further "believes" that t he Piutes kne w of t he 
exi stence of the c ave and its contents long before it s 
discovery by w hite men in 19 12 ,  and concocted thi s  
story to explain it. He is  quite right on o n e  count. 

Sarah Winnemucca Hopkins ,  d aught er of  the Piut e  
c hief, Old Winnemucca, published a book e ntitled 
Life Among t he Piutes in 1883 , i n  w hich she gives 
the whol e story and states that the l ast of the c anni­
b al s  w ere e xterminated by her p eople earlier in the 
19th cent ury. Recent carbon- 14 dating tests  indicat e  
that t h e  c ave was occupied as  late  a s  1800- 1850,  
w hich certainly supports her  story; and no one has 
even tried to  suggest that this l ate occup ation w as 
by t he Piutes,  w ho were never c ave dwellers in any 
c ase. 

The question of w ho t hese c annibals  w ere and 
w here t hey c ame from is s till unresolved - the 
earliest occup ation of the c ave is d ated as somewhere 
b etween 2000 and 3000 B.C.  but it was not o ccupied 
continuously up to  1800. Most o f  the artefact s 
are w hat one w ould e xpect:  b askets ,  net s ,  duck 
dec oys, arrowheads,  and t he like .  But one is most 
unusual. Preserved at stoker ' s  Museum i n  Winne­
mucca, thi s is  a c alendar stone m arked w ith  52 dot s 
on the inside and 365 (please note well) on t he out­
side.  Clarence (Pike) Stoker, c urator ( and presumably 
o wner) of the Museum, has speculated that if the 
redheads w eren't Amerinds "It ' s  very possible they 
w ere descendants of Egyptians w ho s ailed t o  
Am erica hundreds o f  ye ars ago " .  Red hair suggest s  
P hoenicians  rather than Egyptians. And Phoenici ans 
do seem to have got around ( see p. 16)  b ut that they 
were all g iants a nd indulged in c annib alism i s  
que stionable .  Current studies of  t h e  artefacts ,  t he 
mummi es, and some 5000 human coprolite s  ( fossilized 
excrem ent)  may provide an answer to this c onundrum. 
In t he m eantime,  we think it impolite to c all the 
Piutes  liars ,  and unwise to lean too heavily on  Thor 
Heyerdahl ' s  Egyptian exercises.  

"THEY ALL D ISCOVERED AMERICA" 

The most startling pronouncem ent in t he field of 
archaeolo gy last year w as undo ubtedly Professor 
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Cyrus H. Gordon's  considered pronouncement that 
some Mediterranean people ,  probably including at 
least s ome Hebrews, got to t his  continent 1000 or 
more years before Columbus. Dr. Gordon stated for 
the record t hat a tribal group of indigenes called the 
M elungeon s offer clear evidence of this fact not only 
in  t hei r legend s  b ut in  their physical app earance,  
while an inscribed stone w as unearthed from one of 
their burial mounds in Tennessee in 1885.  by one 
Cyrus Thom as who was working with t he Smithsoni an. 
He furt her stat ed that "This group of p eople are 
neither Amerindian nor Negro ,  and are Caucasian but 
not Anglo-Saxon. " 

The stone w as found under one of nine skeletons 
in  the mound. "The archaeological circumstances of 
t he discovery" Dr. Gordon said "rule out any chance 
o f  fraud or forgery and the inscription attests  to a 
migration of Jews [i .e .  Hebrews] " .  It was brought to 
hi s attent ion by Dr. Joseph D. Mahan Jr . ,  of the 
Columbus,  Georgia, Museum of Arts and Crafts. It has 
b een lying in t he Smithsonian s ince its discovery 
but ignored b ecause the  inscription was initially 
read upside down and m ade no s ense. It b ears eleven 
characters including five letters which Dr. Gordon 
reads as  "For th e L and of  Judah" , in a style of 
writing used in Can aan around t he b eginning of thi s 
millenium ,  and he suggest s  that they were inscribed 
about the time  w hen "Jews migrated here to escape 
the long hand [arm J of Rome after the disastrous 
Jewish defeats in 70 to 1 3 5  A. D. " He adds that the 
Melungeons are descendants of Mediterranean people ,  
who  t hem selve s  believe that t hey came to  the  New 
World in ships about 2000 years ago. 

This is b ut anothe r nail in the coffin of  the "Ocean 
Blue in 1492" and all that 'di scovery' nonsense,  and 
a cornerstone in t he ever-growing edifice of Near 
Eastern exploration of, and s ettlement in,  t he N ew 
World , starting 2000 years b efore t hat episode. It 
was Dr. Gordon, moreover, w ho jolted us t wo years 
ago by pronouncing a nother inscribed stone sl ab 
found in the Amazon B asin as being of P hoenician 
origin. B efore t hat w e  have t he m assive work of  
Prof. Ramos bringing to  light dozens of other petro­
glyphs including perfect fi sh and Indian rhinocero ses 
filled with Aramaic-type Phoenici an letters in the 
same country . Add to these ,  ooins found in t he 
bottom s of wells all down t he e astern coastal plain 
o f  North Americ a, t ombs in  South Am eric a, and 
st atuett es of b earded men with C aucasi an features 
in Centroamerica, and the Columbus buffs begin to  
look a bit  silly. Sure t h at splendid Genoese made it 
over but he was accused of being unable to r ead t he 
m aps by his own c aptains !  Wish I had had aome maps 
wh en I "discovered" a new mount ain in  Africa; i t  
wou ld have sav ed me a lot  of  t ime,  trouble, and 
exp ense. 

A point of  interest may be worthy of addition to 
t his matter. It is not generally realized that not all 
the Hebrew tribes of old w ere land lubbers. Several 
groups broke away from the God Yahwe and follo wed 



Baal of the Phoenicians and the Palestinian coastal 
strip and became Se a People like the Philistines 
and t he subjects of the Ancient Sea Kings. They 
nonetheless remain Hebrews (the term Jew is only a 
religious designation), and they w ere still around at 
the time of Columbus, usually as t he specsioneers 
(or pursers) on ships of almost all nations, handling 
trading and financial matters . There is the fascina., 
ting story of the specsioneer o n  Cortez' flagship 
who w as a Hebrew and who ,  on s eeing the fir st 
Ocellated Turk ey Birds , named them in H ebrew 
tokhe (verbally) since when they spread their tails 
they displayed eye s on them, lik e those on peacock s'  
tails ,  a bird that he alone knew. (Incidentally our 
turkey was taken to Sp ain but d eveloped in Holland 
and Belgium, t hen t he Sp ainish Low Countries, but 
did not spread to Turkey until v ery modern times ! )  

There is massive evidence that the crews of trad­
ing vessels from the e astern Mediterranean w ere 
always extremely mixed , and that not only t he coastal 
Hebrews but even the inland tribesmen did an awful 
lot of boating. H ebrews , and notably Sephardim, 
settled in e arliest times at the terminals of sea 
lanes everywhere and apparently of ocean lanes as 
well. They were the brokers and the first maritime 
insuranc e ag ents. If the Phoenicians got to the N ew 
World . Hebrews undoubtedly arrived with them. 

ENIGMAS IN LEAD 

By Gaston Burridge 

One of the fascinating riddle s  of our great South­
west has several names - "The TucSon Artefacts " .  
"Lead Cro s se s" .  u Arizona Romans".  It all b eg an 

along the Silverbell Road northwest of Tucson,  
Arizona, on t he 13th September, 1924,  w hen Mr. 
Charles E. Manier discovered the first relic by acci­
dent. The mystery of their origin continues to patina 
these item s with ever increasingly colorful words -
from plain "hoax " to romantic "adventurers of 800 
A.D. " - and little has b een done to scrap e  away 
this patina and learn the truth. Could a b and of l ate 
Rom an adventurers possibly have m anaged to get 
into Arizona so e arly? Present academician s in 
archaeology look askance at the entire idea, w hile 
laymen tend to emphasize the positive and neglect 
the neg ative, both of which exist. 

More than 30 relics have been unearthed, and there 
may well be others still buried. One large cros s  
weighed 6 2  pounds.* There w ere other cro sses, 

* The crosses vary in size:  the largest is 18 inches 
long, its cro ss arms 1 2  inches overall. The face i s  
4 inches wide and 2 inches thick; the smallest 
8 5/8 inches long, its cross arm 8� inches,  its face 
width 2� inches ,  but only 7/ 16 inch thick (this was 
very poorly cast). 
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spears, spearheads,  b atons, d aggers. sword-like 
weapons - and a "something" which looked rather 
like a gi ant pancake turner but is far too thick. Other 
obj ects bear serpent-like appenda_ges wound around 
them. Many items are inscribed with l etters. words, 
and grap hic symbols. These words and symbols have 
been d eciphered and yield comprehensible messages. 
It is from these that the dates 560 A. D .  to 800 A. D. 
are derived. 

One 'item' proves intriguing and seems import ant . 
It rests with the word c aliche (k�-le '-cha).  What i s  
caliche and why i s  i t  important here? 

Caliche exists in most desert soils.  It  "grows" 
as a re sult of water action and reaction with certain 
chemicals in the soil - calcium carbonate in particu­
lar.  Caliche gathers as a hard, crust-like sheet or 
layer at varying depths in desert soils,  generally at 
that plac e  where surface water stops descending for 
lack of reinforcement from above. In dry y e ars a 
layer of c aliche builds clo se to the .:>urface.  In wet 
years the stratum forms much lower.  There are oft en 
several layers, one above the other. Caliche also 
accumulates around buried metal objects and builds 
a tough, hard deposit of uneven thickne ss around 
them. Photographs taken imm edi ately after some of 
these artefacts were exhumed show heavy d epo sit s 
of caliche. Others of the relics were recovered from 
between l ayers of caliche. Photographs of the site 
itself indicate s everal strata were b elo w the five­
foot surface level. Thi s seems to indicate a wide 
rang e of rainfall and the passage of a great deal of 
time,  and thus s uggest s  that the artefacts are very 
old indeed. 

The first Tucso n  Artefact w as discovered by 
accident on land belonging to Mr. Thomas Bent . an 
attorney o f  Tucson, but not by him. He retains the 
entire collection of artefacts, and has also k ept c are­
ful records of each "dig".  recording the date,  who 
was present .  what conditions were e ncountered while 
the digging took place. Further, Mr. Bent had m ade 
a careful photographic record of e ach item as it was 
dug out. The negatives are still in his possession. 
Bent has never t ried to commercialize any of the 
finds. He has sought only to further a scient ific in­
vestig ation of these pieces. Now 73 years old and in 
ill health, Bent is no longer actively attempting to 
foster general interest in and investigation of the 
riddle. 

Some prominent archaeologists and mine eng ineer s  
were present at the site during s everal digs. They 
included Drs. Frank Fowler, Byron Cumming s, · 
Andrew E. Douglass,  Neil Judd, and Ch arles Vorhies.  

The artefacts themselve s  are cast of lead - some 
of the cro sses in two halves riveted together. Thi s  
metal resembles that which is present in ores found 
in the area now. The relics showed no radio activity 
when une arthed, indic ating that they had been buried 
for a considerable time; but no really accurate method 
of determining age was known in 1924- 25. The ob­
j ects were not found in a c ache but w ell distributed 



One of t he Tuc son Artefacts, showing inscriptio n s  
on t h e  i nside faces o f  the cross.  T h e  halves w er e  
sealed with a kind o f  w ax which prevented deteriora­
tion of t he inscriptions. P hoto from Arizona Pioneer ' s  
Historical Society , Tucson. 

Another cross with L atin-Hebraic i nscriptions. 
The three head s  s hown may h ave b een leaders or 
oth er prominent persons. Their names are given as 
J acob,  Theodore , and I srael. P hoto from Arizona 
Historical Museum, Tucson. 
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The 'exterior ' of t he s ame cro ss, showing the 
heavy encrustation of c aliche on the outside .  P hoto 
from Arizon a  Pioneer ' s  Historical Society, Tucson.  

over an area  of 80 by 100 feet. They w ere lo c ated 
from three to  six feet b elo w the surface .  Thi s w o uld 
seem to rule  out the possibility t hat t he y  had b een 
"plant ed".  It has been pointed out that t h e  i n­
scriptions mcised upon some of the relics c ont ain 
words and idioms which did not come into general 
L atin usage until much l ater than the indicated 800 
A. D. This is one of the factors s ome authoriti e s  
cite a s  a b asis f o r  t he claim that thi s is  a ho ax. 

In 1964 Mr. Bent published a 400-p age monogr aph  
covering all the  t hen known facts about the  relics. 
It i s  detailed and complete b ut w as published in a 
very limited edition, and all copie s  h ave been dis­
tributed, being givenr to those institutions and in­
dividuals Mr. B ent felt w ould be mo st lik ely to 
further genuine scientific  study to determine the true 
nature of the entire m atter. 

It seems too b ad: - whether the Tuc son Arte­
facts prove a ho ax or history - that they do not 
occupy a secure place in some Southwe stern m useum , 
for they are p art of the  historical heritage of that 
region and have become as important as any of it s 
m any gunfighters. 

U FO LOGY 

We are b eing asked ever more frequently w hy we 
app e ar to be decreasingly int erested in t his phenome­
non. The appearance is valid;  in some respects .  T hi s  
doe s  not mean t hat w e  have lost all interest i n  t h e  
subject; f ar from i t .  T h e  r e asons f o r  o ur c urrent 
attitude are t wofold. 

First ,  we are frankly bored with w h at  are c alled 
mere " sightings" - a word which we abominate any­
way. They are endlessly repetitiou s ,  though w e  would 

be the first not only to  admit , b ut to point out ,  t hat 
no two  are alike .  In fact , w e  hav e  a feeling that 
every damned o ne e ver recorded is intrinsically 
different .  Nonetheless,  r ecording t he c ases as of 
now serves only one purpose.  Thi s  is to accumulat e  
a s  much d at a  as possible for t h e  computerized analy­
sis· that is being undertaken by The Aerial P henomena 
Re search Organization,  Inc . ,  of 39 10 E. Kleindale 
Road, Tucson, Arizona 857 1 2  (phone: ( 60 2)-79.3- 1825 ). 



We say this because w e  now b elieve it to b e  
quite useless w aiting for o n e  o f  t hese thing s to 
"land" and be captured or properly e x amined. If this 
could be accomplished, it w ould have b een done 
long ago .  Further , we have v ery good r eason for 
thinking that it c annot be hoped for in present cir­
cumstanc es, and t hat it would not be comprehended 
if it were. But more on thi s  asp ect of the m atter in a 
minute.  

L et it be said that ,  w hile we say we are bored 
with " sight ing" reports as  a steady diet , we are 
increasingly keen to collect t hem , just as an ento­
mologist does up to tens of thousands of specimens 
of  the same species of insect ,  becaus e this is the 
only way b y  w hich one may classify variation;  and 
by classifying variations,  we almost i nvariably bring 
to light hitherto unknown and unsuspected facts .  But ,  
for this kind of  investigation comput ers  are e ssenti al ,  
so we shoot e verything w e  receive on  to A. P . R.O.  

The second reason for our app ar ent indifference 
to t his matter of late  is quite different ; and thi s i s  
only an appearance indeed,  for i t  actually lies very 
near to the core of our own w ork and the kind of in­
vestigation that we,  SITU , are s et up for. This m ay  
com e a s  a b it o f  a shock t o  t hose of  yo u who se 
primary interest is ufology , b ut it should be  st ated 
bluntly. It is simply t hat , after very mature c onsider­
ation, and an enormous amount of di scussion and de­
b ate,  we , as a b ody, feel that at least one sound, 
logical ,  and scientifically acceptable explanation of  
and for  t he phenomenon has now b een offered; and , 
in view of this ,  we , as a scientifically b ased and 
oriented org anization,  feel that we should concentrate  
all our attention and energy on this  theory with a 
view eit her to producing worthwhile ·  s uggestions for 
those elaborating it to consider ,  or to collect me asur­
able evidence of its invalidity. 

This ,  in turn, should not be construed to mean 
that we are no longer interested in other theories.  We 
most certainly w elcome any and all ,  however crazy 
they may appear,  b ec ause we have now entered t he 
second stage of the old fundament al ' What-How- Why' 
procedure .  To reiterat e: we now have enoug h 'what s' 
to analyse and should t herefore proceed to examine 
all the po ssible 'hows'.  

·So far there is only one theory that has c ome to 
our att ent ion that meet s  all the v ery string ent 
strictures that we place  upon any and every theory. 
As far as we know, this was first mooted by L ui s  
Schonherr i n  four article s  in the Flying Saucer Re­
view,  of London ,  d ated M arch-April 1963 ; J anuary­
February 1964 ;  Novemb er-December 1965;  and No­
vember-December 1968. We say 'mooted' because Mr. 
Schonherr actually speculated upon only one aspect 
of this concept - the physical one.  This suggestion 
does not, however, appe ar to have been c onsidered 
up to the present, though it forms a cornerstone of 
what we c all (for convenience a nd e asy r eference 
only) The New Theory.  

This  has now b een put forward by more than half 
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a do zen advanced scient i sts ,  s everal t e c hnologi st s ,  
and four or five workers in  othe r fi elds ,  not ably jour­
n alism . Eac h  has c ome to the s arne point indepen­
dently. This we consider to be of the utmost signifi­
c ance ,  perhaps o f  an even higher d egree than the 
standing o f  the scientists  i nvolv ed. These are 
prim arily t he Frenchmen,  Drs. J acques V alle e and 
Aime Mi chel; and among the independents ,  whom we 
refuse to refer to as ' am ateurs ' , John A. Keel,  and 
Gordon Creight on. The technologists ,  w hil e all of 
the highest standi ng al so , have not as yet published 
on t he m atter - as is their wont ! The 'theory' c an b e  
very simply stated, but t he 'mechanic s'  o f  i t  are 
enormously compli cated and v ery adv anced. However, 
the hypothe ses on which they are b ased are all 
e stablished and proven - at least mathematically -
and , in t urn ,  form the b ase s of Quantum P hysics.  
We have arrang ed for one of our members ( No .  208 ) ,  

a nuclear p hysicist ,  t o  write up these t echnicaliti e s  
for our next issue.  For now,  let it b e  stated as 
follows. 

UFOs, and s everal ot her typ es of "item s " ,  m ay 
b e  proj ectio ns from another ,  or other , space- time­
continua t hat may be s aid - for simplicity ' s  s ak e  -
to exist and run on parallel line s t o  t he one that we 
are in. (Of course the w ord 'p arallel ' is an over­
simplific ation and, if t aken literally , v ery mi sle ad­
ing.  Also ,  it might b e  b etter to s ay a 'sp ace-time­
gravity' cosmos. ) 

This is an old theory but t he current approach  to 
to it  is novel in that these proj ections are now being 
conceived of as  holograms in form but m ateri al in 
cont e nt .  In other words ,  they "come through" from 
other space-time-gravities and g o  b ack into t hem;  
and c an do so at  any time-speed up to , and possibly 
surp as sing , t h at of light. In other words, t hey are 
teleports .  The most fascinating aspect of t his  N ew 
Th eory is ,  however,  something corollary to t his  
rather simple concept , and this is where we come in. 

Teleport ation or ITF, meaning instant transfer­
ence , is a t erm devised to cover the "transfere nc e "  
o f  solid m atter through solid matter. N o w ,  it w oul d 
app ear that thi s is a phenomenon that is fairly wide­
spread and by no mean s  infrequent in nature. But 
then again ,  as those w ho have propounded this N e w  
Theory suggest , i t  now looks very much as if i t  c an 
also b e  contrived artifici ally and purely mech ani cally. 
Thus , t he t heory e nvisages other c o ntinua being in­
habited by intelligent (in our meaning of t hat ex­
pre ssion) entities who have mastered the technique 
of artificial ITF , and who employ it to come t hrough 
into our continuum by w hat we may c all 'proj ection' ,  
and then influence us and our environm ent. Further ,  
these scienti sts consider that any such intelligenci es 
must have concurrently m astered the art of  'creating'  
anything they w ant - ranging from UFO s to L ittle 
Green Men. And surely , if their chemiphysicist s  c an 
m ake t he former , their biochemi sts s hould be able to 
manufacture t he l atter. We are on t he brink of  doi ng 



both ourselves ,  after only about a century of serious 
consideration of the  possibilitie s. 

Until we do so ,  however , w e  will neither be abl e 
to c apture or truly cont act eithe r  of them; for , from 
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our present w ay of thinking , t hey are actually "here­
not-here s" and materi al- nonmate�ial ;  in fact , mani­
festations of Charles Fort ' s  concept of Determinism­
Indetermi nism. 

DEPARTMENT OF LOOSE ENDS 

This column will app ear here  from time  t o  time 
as w e  have som et hing more to report on some of t he 
item s discu ssed in article s in PURSUIT , but not 
enough to w arrant another article . Checking reports 
or obtaining further inform ation is often difficult and 
almost always a long process - e .g .  our query to du 
Pont in September w as not an swered until mid­
November - hence t he delay in keeping some of our 
promi se s. 

Gi ant Skeletons on Lundy Island ( Vol . 3, No. 1 ) :  
This  concerned a release by the  N ational Geographic 
So ciety, st ating t hat 8-foot hum an skeletons h ad 
b e en found on L undy Island. It turns out that t h e  
release w as written by a chap w ho got t h e  i nformation 

on the giant skeletons from " an old clipping " and 
from reference books on L undy , not specified. We 
h ave not g otten anywhere in t rying to track the se 
down. 

"Noah ' s  Ark( s)" :  Enquiri es to the Turkish  gov­
ernment concerning the ' ark'  allegedly blown up , 
have gone unanswered. We also wrote t he Soviet 
Permanent Mission to the UN concerning photographs 
of an ' ark'  t aken by Russi an fliers ; they referred us 
to TASS. We have h ad no r eply as of the time of  
writing this.  I t  s hould be point ed out that the Russi an 
fliers were apparently 'po aching' ov er Turkish t erri­
tory ,  which makes it a little stickY for t he Russians,  
though we c are fully refrained from asking w here it 
was se en. 

CURRENT PURSUITS 

The it ems listed b elow comprise a roster of those  
which SITU is curre ntly engaged in pursuing actively 
or  w hich have alr eady been investigated. They are 
num bered chronologically from the d ate of the initi a­
tion of the first en quiry in 1968. Primarily they con­
stitute items th at ,  at the time of their rec eption,  wer e 
either new to our files or w hich had, until then, b e en 
repres ented only by c asual r eferences therein. 
Secondarily , however ,  their selection is dependent 
almost solely on the availability of a potenti al set- up 
for further investigation, meaning t hat personnel ar e 
physically near enough to t he locus to pro secute 
searc h,  and that members and communicant s have the 
time  and are willing to initi ate bibliographi c al re­
search. Third , we have to consider the av ailability of 
requirem ent s c alled for by whatever is  discovered -
both physical specimens , and written reports.  All 
members are not only invited, but urged , to j oin in  
t he se pursuits. You don't have to b e  a working 
scienti st or even have any scientific trai ning. The 
most astonishing di scoveries have s o  often b een 
made by w hat are c alled , so scathingly, amateurs,  
and j ust about all new items that come to us,  and 
suggestions as to procedure in investigating t hem,  
come from this ilk. 

To save space ,  the wordage in this column has to 
be  r educed to a minimum and t o  this end,  w hen a 
number and t itle alone app ears ,  it indicates t h at 
eith er ( a) there i s  nothing new to r eport o n  it , or (b)  
that it is in limbo, or in a sort of intellectual sus­
pended animation.  Thus, there are some investiga-

tions that might b e  considered to be 'closed' , in th at 
either an explanation has been found , or we app ear 
to have reached a dead end. This ,  however, is not 
to be construed as meaning that they are permanently 
clo sed out.  All the findings on any one , once initiat­
ed, rem ain on file ,  and new inform ation invariably 
comes in that initiates either further search and re­
search along old lines or which opens up new lines 
of approach or corollary m atters of import ance,  or 
which brings t o  light lapses in past initi ative. 
New members interested in this listing are invited 
to apply to us for further inform ation and , i f  then 
wishing to c arry on w here we have temporarily 
left off, to m ak e  arrangements either to visit our 
HQ to e x amine the file s  or ask for an estim ate of 
the cost of having all t he material on file copied. 
However,  w e  s hould w arn t hat some c ases ,  like 
No.  8 ,  fill half a r oom w ith pertinent literature !  
Current Pursuits constitut es the most respectable 
way of recruiting new membership since it  offers 
som ething c oncrete in r eturn for effort expended, 
while t here is nothing so sati sfying as having an 
obj ective in life , and esp ecially in the field of one ' s  
chosen work o r  hobby. 

It should be understood that anything mentioned 
in  this  j ournal constitutes a potential "pursuit" ,  and 
we would be grateful to r eceive suggestions as to 
any you consider should be more actively pursued. 
We have ,  in addition to t he list below,  a file of 
D esider ata, and we contemplate publishing this in 
our next is sue. There are literally hundreds of item s 



that we cannot pursue actively at t he moment due to 
short age of time and funds ,  b ut more particularly due 
to distanc e from the loc ations of incidence. 

( 1 ) STONE SPHERES 

( 2) STONE SOFTENING 

( 3 )  RINGING ROCKS 

Three separate laboratories are still working on 
the composition and constitution of t he rocks them­
selves. In the meantime,  having r eleased our observ a­
tions on the possible arc haeological aspects of the  
Upper Black Eddy rock-field t hree separate organiza­
tions have offered their coop eration in t hi s  dep artment 
of enquiry. A morticed wall has been found und er t he 
pile at one side ,  and t here is a current suggestion 
that there may have  b een a large seri es of structures 
here , having something to do with copper smelting. 

(4) LITHIC IMPLEMENT F ACTORY IN B RITISH 
HON DURAS 

( 5) CHAIN IN ROCK 

Member No. 49, as of the time of  writing , is  pre­
p aring to st age an 'onslaught ' on t his item no w that 
the leaves are off the trees and , he hopes,  b efore  
excessive snowfall. 

(6) PADDLE-BUGS 

(7) MECHANICAL DOWSING 

(8) "BOZO " ,  THE "ICEMAN" 

(9)  THE OLDEST & L ARG EST PLAAT 

( 10) GRAVITY II 

( 1 1 ) IK-NISH 

( 12) ANCIENT ELECTRONICS 

To clarify a statement made in our October is sue , 
Mike Freedm an ' s  analysis of ancient depictions t hat 
appear to represent static generators ,  form s p art 
of  a chapter in Iv an T.  Sanderson' s  book Still More 
"Thing s" , w hich will be  publi shed by Prentice-H all 
sometime next year. 

( 13)  EN TOMBED TOADS 

Marion F awcett i s  still plugging away at t hi s, 
thoug h with  considerable frustration. Our major re­
quirem ent now is any kind of  photographic or other 
concrete evidence - affidavits and t he like.  Thu s 
far Miss Fawcett has traced one house in which a 
"toad-hole"  was preserved; unfortunately t he house 
burned down before 1860 ! A do zen other enquiri e s  
remain unanswered. 
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( 14)  A POLTERGEIST MANIFESTATION 

( 15)  SOUTH N EW JERSEY TR EE STUMPS 

Alas , nothing to report , and we are still searching 
for any photographs of same,  and with ever-increas­
ing urgency b ecause a publication date for this item 
is fast appro aching.  [Got it!] 

( 16)  BIG C ATS AT L ARGE 

Dan M anning,  who has prosecuted thi s search and 
research is working on a map covering the incidenc e 
of these reports ,  and will not be issuing hi s own 
report until this is completed. 

( 17)  TH E C ROOK ED HOUSE 

When constructing an extension to the library in 
this building , the s ame thing happ ene d again with a 
series of book s helves. These had been installed one 
d ay  but had to be altered in level to allow for some 
out si zed books. When we t ried to put the shelves 
b ack (five witne sses to both operations) some w ere 
over an inch too short ,  others too long. All had been 
numbered,  but no amount or rearrangement would mak e  
any o f  them fit .  They r an between two p ermanent and 
very solid w alls and w ere of w ell-seasoned wood, 
having b een used as shelving in New York for 25 
years. 

( 18)  STUFF FROM THE SKY , OR "F AFROTSKIES" 

This has developed into a major 'industry ' and 
one of our princip al pursuits. We st arted listing these 
"falls" from scientific j ournals and b ooks in  our 
library. But, by the time we had worked through about 
a quarter of what we have ,  our M anaging Editor 
(MLF) had t yp ed ,  stand ard d ouble-sp aced , on a 
continuous roll of pap er,  a list of one-line references 
t hat measured 26 feet ! (Please s end us any and all 
reference s  you come across ;  b ut ,  more e ssentially, 
report to us on any case you hear of locally. ) 

( 19 )  THE BOSSBERG SASQUATCH 

Four members are ,  as of the time of writing , in 
Boss berg , Washington state ,  investigating this  c as e. 
A Mr. Ivan M arx of that township took 200-ft of c olour 
film of what he alleges is a w ounded , young m al e  
Sasqu atc h  a t  close range l ast October; and h e  has a 
l arge c ollection of plaster casts of different human­
oid tracks from the area. H e  says that t here is de­
finitely an old m ale with the wounded youngster ,  and 
that he b elieves there are three others in  the neigh­
bourhood. We have m ade an offer for his stills and 
out-tak e s  from his film for one-tim e publi c ation,  and 
we hav e  first option from Mr. M arx;  but, t here are 
others in the field. We will be  r eporting later on t he 
outcom e in any c ase ,  and will include t he results of 
an appraisal of t he validity of t he film. 



( 20) SHOE IMP RINT S IN ANCIEN T ROCKS 

Ron C alai s of L afayette ,  L a. ,  tells us t hat he 
has a c ollection of about 50 reports ,  w ith m any 
photographs,  of t his  item, and he may be going to 
let us copy them for our files. This  is an item that 
we c an pursue only through bibliographic al re search,  
but it has almost r e ached a stage when a special 
committ ee w ill have to be set up to supervi se this.  

( 2 1) THUN DERBIRDS 

This is one of  t he mo st frustrating items in our 
files.  There is a photograp h  of a group of  men hold­
ing a v ery l arge bird with  an enormous wingspread; 

22 

this is alleged to have appeared first in t he Tomb­
stone Epitaph,  but tha.t newspaper d enies ever having 
published such a photograph and - despite the fact 
practically ' everyone'  seems to have seen it r epro­
duced som ewhere - no one seems to be able t o  find 
a copy. Our members No.  1 7  and 49 investigated 
rumours of this giant bird in Pennsylvani a s everal 
y e ars ago and are reported to have had a photo stat 
of t hi s  elusive photograph  with them. We have pur­
sued them, and t hey are currently digging into their 
files .  Should they find it , we will publish it in our 
next issue.  In the meantime,  if any other member or 
subscriber has a copy of this photograph,  PLEASE 
send it to us by certified mail , return receipt request­
ed. We will copy it and return it to you. 

LIBRARY 

We have t alked to a number of our members who 
are still in or have just left college, in  an attempt 

to learn the t itles of truly useful and up-to-d at e  
texts on i norganic c hemistry, 'ordinary' p hysics ,  

astron omy, and g eology. Thus far, our s e arch has 
been fruitless - their comments on the  textbooks 

used in their c las ses are hardly printable . We need 
these for general reference and will be most grateful 

if you, our m embers , can help. Should you know of an 
outstanding text on any of these subj ects , please 
drop us a note giving t he title ,  author, a brief account 
of t he book's  content , etc . , and t he appro xim ate cost 
of a decent second-hand copy; we will be in touch 
with you p romptly, either to say no,  or  to ask that 
you get us a copy and s end it along with the sales 
slip so t hat w e  c an r eimburse you. (Of course , if 
you'd like to  donate a book, w e  won't obj ect ! )  

BOOK REVIEWS 

Daniel S. Halacy, Jr. Bionics. New York: Holiday House , 1965.  $4 .50 
This is another in the science series  published by Holiday House and noted in our October ,  1 970 

issue .  It is equally as good as H alacy' s other book, though less fortean in a way,  since it deals  with 
m atters t hat are considered the prop er province of orthodox sci ence :  specifically, the study of how m an 
and anim als perform c ertain tasks and solve c ertain problems, and of t he application of t he findings to 
the d esign of computers and other electronic e quipment. It m akes quite fascin ating reading and i s  oc­
c asionally a bit hair-raising in its implications. I t hink the author is too optimistic concerning the possi­
ble dangers from computers (see  page  5) but otherwise have no fault to find . 

Lincoln and Jean L aPaz. Space Nomads: Meteorites !l} �. Field , � L aboratory. New Y ork : Holiday 
House , 1 9 6 1 .  $4 . 50 .  

This is a straightforward and thorough account of meteorites ,  craters,  and related phenomena by proba­
bly the top expert in meteoritics  and hi s daughter. It is helpful as a reference but is valuable primarily 
b ecause it states plainly and in considerable detail how the laym an c an help to further thi s particular 
branch of sci ence.  Al so included is a carefully selected and annotated bibliography. 

Geoffrey Ashe. Land � t he West. L ondon: Collins,  1962. (In t he U . S. try t he British Book Centre , M ax­
well House,  Fairview P ark , Elm sford , N. Y. 105 23) .  

The "land to the  w est " is  America,  and t his book c an be  describ ed as a detective story. Among the  
many claimants to pre-Columbian di scovery of America is  St. Brendan of Ireland ; Ashe has 'dissected' 
the manu script accounts of Brendan ' s  life and voyages to try to determine the truth of the matter. He points 
out that "The t ale belongs to that fascinating body of literature which e nwraps unknown quantities of tra­
dition in unknown quantiti e s  of fiction,  and has a w ay of upsetting documentary scepticism by turning out 
to be sounder than it looks" and that "a legend may not be a r ecord of  facts , but the existence of the 
legend is itself a fact, and requires explanation" .  

Ashe c ontends,  quite rightly I beli eve ,  that the real is sue is not whether Brendan himself actu ally 
made all the voyages attributed to him , but simply whether or not t he geograp hical kno wledge indic ated in 
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the m anuscripts c ould have been known to the Irish at the time ,  and w hether o r  not there is any h ard 
evidence that the Irish did r e ach this continent. 

Ashe is  one of  that splendid British breed w ho can make the most scholarly work s as muc h a ple asure 
to read as a favourite novel. And , no , I am not g oing to give away the answer. 

William R. Corliss. Mysteries Beneath  the Sea. New York :  Thomas Y .  Crowell Company, 1970.  $5 . 9 5 .  
Thi s is an excellent book , c arefully researched and clearly written by our member N o .  258 . Much o f  it 

deals with the various and conflicting theories concerni ng the origins and history of  the earth as a whole ,  
but with - as its title implies - special emp hasi s on the oceans . Other chapters are concerned with the 
origins of life - and what is life anyway? - and the great extinctions. Al so included are an eminently 
fair di scussion of the question of Atlantis and a chapter on sea monsters. 

The basic thread throughout the book is t he hi story of  the c hronic ( and sometimes rather virul ent)  feud 
b etween the Catastrophists and the Uniformitarians ,  the two 'schools '  of geologic al thought. The former 
contend that periodic c ataclysms have been responsible for all changes in the earth;  the latter insist that 
all changes have been v ery gradual , and their view has prevailed si nce the early 1800s. Willi am Corl i s s  
documents t he fact that b oth  group s are b eginning t o  reali ze th at they m ay both be right ,  and that a com­
bination of gradual and c atastrophic c hang es may provide bett er an swers to some of our greatest riddles. 

We also r ecomme nd Mr. Corliss 's  previous book, Mysteries of  the Universe ,  al so published by Cro well, 
at $5 . 95 .  

- -

Daniel Cohen. � Modern Look � Monsters.  New York: Dodd , M e ad & Comp any, 1970.  $5 . 9 5 .  
Dan Cohen  is  one of  our members (No.  4 19)  and an old friend of t h e  ' family ' ,  but I am afrai d I must 

take him pretty severely to t ask for this book. He has never made any s ecret of the fact that he is a pro­
fessional sceptic ,  but . . .  

The j acket blurb burbles happily that "This entertaining and enlightening safari into the borderland s 
between myth and r eality will appeal to mon ster b uffs and skeptics alik e " .  It isn't  and it won 't .  

Cohen begins with a description of "buffs" which is unflatteri ng,  to say the least: " A  buff is a person 
wit h a pas sionate ,  almost obsessive interest in a s m all area  of knowledge . . . .  Sports and railroads are 
respectable areas of interest , but there are plenty of buf fs who se interests are in subj ects that lay [Sic] on 
the fringes of r espectability. These are perhaps t he most passionate of all. . .  Any fri nge area seems to 
attract them, perhaps because it appeals to their generally anti- establi shment outlook . A sometimes not 
too gentle paranoia hangs over the world of the b uffs . . . .  They o ften feel trapped and defensive.  It is thi s 
fe eling that brings out some of the monster b uffs '  least attractive c haracteri stics.  They are muc h too 
quick to denounce their opponent S' as a pack of blind fool s.  They ar e also too quick to grasp at any straw 
which seems to support their vi ew ,  and far too quick to

. 
rush into print with sen sational cl aims for half­

baked evidence.  Indeed, it almost seems that to be a true monster b uff o ne must be half rom anticist and 
half mountebank. " 

Co hen invariably refers to those who don't  agree with him ,  as buffs - a w ord that alre ady carri es a 

"more e nthusiasm than brains" connotation - and m akes no noticeable di sti nction b etw een hard-he aded 

forteans,  'ordinary ' buffs , and the lunatic fringe ! Some of t he attitudes and ideas he attrib utes to the 

buffs ( he never uses quot ation m arks around this word) sent my eyebrows up a co nsid erable distanc e.. 

But the worst of it is that with very few c hanges,  the description also appli e s  to the author of this 

book. 
It is impo ssible in the space available to do more than hint at the 'horror s '  cont ained in � Modern Look 

at Monsters; there are so many that I hardly know where to start , so let us peek at his ge neral attitud e. 

Says he , " Experienced s e amen have oft en made errors which w ould seem impossible for any sane and 

sight ed person to  make. Nothing proves thi s  more abund antly than the history of the sea serp ent. " Now I 

ask you , what sort of reasoning is that? And could we have examples of all these "often made errors" ? No ,  

Daniel Cohen has a b ad habit of  announcing that so- and- so contradicted him self or that "aut horities" di s­

p roved something or othe r,  without ev er giving details or e x amples. He also sets up more "straw-men" 

than I could count.  After a fairly symp athetic introduction to  a p arti cular type of 'monster ' ,  he almost 
always uses a proven hoax or misidentification as the first case to be discussed. Thi s is certainly load­
i ng the dice - and m akes it e asier to lead the uniniti ated r e ader to s uppose t hat sub sequent cases are 
equally ill-based.  In some instanc es the simple elimi nation of truly p ertinent details ( as in hi s discussion 
of Bozo) or t he inclusion of  misinformation - it is never clear whether this is deliberate or merely the 
result of ignorance - has the same e ffect . And some of his errors in thi s respect are really inexcusabl e; 
he refers to Albert Ostman as  Osterman. 

Also,  he doesn't  know ordinary zoology, let alone cryptozoology. On  page 1 1 2 he states  th at eels ar e 
born in fresh water and migrate to t he sea; exactly the oppo site is true.  On p age 189 he describes living 
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elephants as "two closely related sp ecies " ;  sorry , chum , but t hey comprise two di stinct genera. He get s 
his 'monkeys ' mixed up and i s  unaware of t he existence of the Himalayan pheasant called the Tragop an. 
Etc. 

And one wonders what he w ants in the way of witnesses. I gained t he impression that anyo ne who re­
ports any unknown animal ,  UFO , or ot her 'unort hodox'  item is automati cally and ipso facto unreliable. 
(His treatment of Russi an scientists of t he calibre of Profe ssor Porshnev is very nearly insulting;  in  fact , 
he errs again in sayi ng "There was even suppo sed to b e  an offici al ' Soviet Study Commission of the Sno w­
man Que stion ' " .  Not " suppo sed to b e " ; w e  have their voluminous reports in our office . )  On t he other hand , 
anyone  who brings in 'evidenc e '  that something does not exist , is apparently automatically and ipso facto 
reli able. A c ase in point is Edmund Hillary ' s  scalp s ,  which,  as we all knew even before he brought t hem 
to Am eri ca, w ere made from the skin of a wild ,  mountain goat ,  the Himalayan Serow,  in  imitation of the 
g enuine Meh-Tah scalp tre asured in another monastery. Cohen obviously does not know t he whole story 
which is much too complicated to go into here ,  but quotes part s of it as "proof" that "there ai n't  no sich 
anim al " .  Some of hi s comments on the Yeti , and particularly hi s version of sci entific b eli efs concerning 
the identity of t he original ABSM , are ab solutely drivelli ng. 

So , I am afraid,  is much of  t he book. M any of Dan Cohen ' s  t heori es simply do not stand up to analysi s 
at all, being quite simply contrary to fact . He insists ,  for e x ample ,  t hat no 'monster ' could hide in any 
body of w ater less than 300 feet deep ( ! ) ;  he bring s up the hoary old "melted sno w" ' explanation' of Yeti 
tracks,  not even mentioning those in mud ; he states that no monster is depicted in cave art , ignoring 
Nor se petroglyphs of Draki ( sea monsters ,  to you) ; and so on. 

In fact,  one feels rather sorry for Dan Cohen. His mental wriggling in this book leads one to suspect 
that he would d early love to b elieve in sea monsters and such but feels t hat no ' sensible ' person should 
and is t herefore bound to explain them away. He hasn't ;  and some of his ' explanations' are j ust as bad 
or worse than some of the 'proofs' he attrib utes to hi s major straw- m an - the buff - some of which  no 
sane fort ean would consider. 

Marion L. Fawc ett 

Ivan T. Sanderson. Invisible Residents .  New York: World Publi s hing Comp any , 1970.  $7 . 50.  

The subtitl e of this b ook is "A Dis quisition upon Cert ain Matters Maritime ,  and the P ossibility of 
Intelligent Life under the Wat ers of this Eart h " .  T his description is well c hosen and sorely needed b e­
cause the m ain t heme b ecomes clear only very slowly and is not pinned down until the concluding chapter. 
Even then , I fi nd it rather hard to follow. 

Ivan Sand erson' s works on forteana and forte an aspects of the natural sciences ,while great fun to read ,  
invariab ly bring t o  m y  mind t h e  picture o f  a developer bulldozing hi s way through an ancient oak forest, 
and I find this a little aggravating , t hough I suppose I should admit that I am one of t he silent majority 
who prefer a mystery unsolved. But this book is aggravating also on another score. This  is that , despite 
its heavy document ation,  I simply c annot bri ng myself to believe most of it; and this is the more aggrava­
ting still because one c an't  accuse the author of maki ng it up. As he makes it quite clear ,  it is ,  apart from 
the final two c hapters which he makes e qually clear are pure speculation, straight reporting. 

As a w hole ,  t he book is at first reading apparently di sj ointed to the point of di smemberment of it s ad­
verti sed theme ,  and t his is going to infuri ate several groups of "buffs" as the aut hor calls t hem. For in­
stance,  at first , the UFO fraternity will feel sure that they are in for a pleasant sequel to Sanderson ' s  
previou s Uninvited Visitor s:  � Biologist L ooks � UFOs,  only to be persi stently clobbered for their self­
appointed interference in such  matters as the Marine Lightwheels and t he Bermuda Triangle thro ughout the 
remainder of the b ook. As one r e ads on, in fact , one b ecomes convinced that this app alling iconocl ast 
takes a very dim view of t hat fraternity and all but one of its current popular theo rie s. 

Despite w hat I said above about this seeming hodge-podge of only v aguely related matters , it do es, 
however,  come together with a sharp s nap , w hen t he aut hor says:  "The dozen or so app arently unrelated 
matters that we have discussed would s eem to have nothing much more in common than that t hey all hav e  
something to do with water" ; but t his is w here I lo st the fellow .  Perhaps t he documentation is too over­
whelming; perhaps it is j ust t hat my paltry mind c annot cope with the width and enormity of scop e em­
braced by t he sp eculation; perhaps i t 's  all j ust too new. So help me ,  I don't  know;  but I ' m  reeling. 

Anyhow,  it ' s  a sp anking good book;  highly entertaining and fascinating and , as usual with this rene gade 
scientist , more t han j u st clean fun. And here a word of w arning. Don't  ever sell Sanderson short on hi s 
facts or b e  misled by his levity , and try � t o get into an argument with him.  

A. Delaney Wilkins. 
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